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PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION 


Tins, the second volume, reprinted from The Textile Mercury, 
brings the subject of cotton spinning down to the end 
what is generally termed the preparing processes. It 
includes all the machinery and iriiinipulations between the 
card and the self-actor or ring-frame. As the operations 
included in this section have a most important influence 
upon the future character of the yarn, it has been con- 
ci^ered necessary to go a little more deeply into the subject 
than is usually thought necessary. Attention has not only 
been confined to the principles underlying the actual pro¬ 
cesses themselves, whichJis of itself a most interesting and 
important feature, but in conformity with the objects that 
prompted the writing of the first volume, an effort has been 
► made to give to the mechanical details an interpretation 
which some of them have hitherto not possessed. 

It was with this purpose in view that the writer remarked 
in the preface to the first volume that the book would not 
be one of “ mere description.” The remark was mtant to 
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be appliid tortile whole su})je6t of cotton spinning; in this 
volume a reasotiaWe claim may be made that it is justified,' 
Jnd the •third volume, dealing with the spinning processes, 
will still further prove % writer’s objects and method. 

Th^ fact that at present the education of thef average 

« 

reader is not sufficiently thorough to enable him to uifder- 
stand Ifully some as})ccts of the (juestion discussed is no 
reason why an attempt at completeness should not be made, 
^uch a state cannot last very long. The systems now* 
being adopted in our technical schools will raise the general 
• level of intelligence, and, moreover, a feeling will grow that ^ 
we “ must ” so raise ourselves if we are to maintain the 
practical superiority over our competitors which we at 
present claim. W. 8. T. 

IJoLTON, 189". 


PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION 

Improvements and corrections have been made and the 

I 

drawings renumbered, so that fnc book is entirely self- 
coiftained. This system of dividing the subject of cotton 
spinning into three volumes has been justified: it fits in 
with the arrangements for'study and the examinations, ana 
meets the requirements of those employed in the various 
dej)artments of the mill. ^\\ S. T. 


1900. 



BREFACE TO FIFTH EDIT.ION 

The book h;is l)een brought up to date and considerable 
additions made both to tlic matter and the illustrations! 
Ihc author and publisher hop(‘ I hat these improvements 
will cause it to maintain its career as a useful handbook 
to the student and the practical man. 

\VM. SCOTT TAGGART. 


• Bolton, 1913. 
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CHArTER I 

DliAWING 

The Web from the Card. —A close examination of the 

% 

web or film of cotton as it comes from the doffer of the 
carding engine will disclose an arrangement of fibres 
quite contrary to wliat might at first sight be expected 
when the action of the card is understood. Instead of 
order, a very irregulaj result will be noticed. The specific 
action of the condensing process between ihe cylinder and 
doffe^^ however, will account for much of the crossed 
condition of fil)res, and the strii)ping operation of the 
comb will still further increase the irregularity of their 
disposition in the web. It is this irregularity of arrange¬ 
ment that enables the' coUon to be stripj)ed from the, 
doffer and carried forward to the calender rollers. Any 
parallelisation in such a thin web|,would render it practically 
impossible to free the fibres from the doffer—much less to 
carry them away, as at present. A point, however, that 
must not be overlooked, is seen very clearly in the web as 
^it approaches the calender rollers of the card. Between 
the doffer and the calender rollers there is always a draft; 
and, moreover, the mere fact of causing a W'eb of cotton, 
which is the full width of a card, to converge very quickly 
VOL II E B 
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towards a point, will malic every fibre iij the web })artake 
of tlio convcfg#rice, in whatever vrossed condition it may 
1)0. This constitutes, of course, a distinct tendency to 
laying the fibres side by side, which is furthe)’ augmented 
by the action of the draft in jmllijig the fibVes apart. 
Such an action as this cannot be performed without 
straightening them considcral^ly, tlie friction esristing 
lietween them Ixn’ng siifilcicnt to cause the individual 
fibres to straighten in sliding over one another. Although 
this is apparently an insignilicaiit action, it is* in reality 
the veiy keynote of the ])rocess of drawing; for while in 
this jiroccss great reliance is jdaced ujion obtaining a 
regular sliver, it must not l>c overlooked tliat success i^ 
the o})cration almost dejiends entirely upon the fibres 
being laid jiaradel, which state is brought about because of 
the friction between them during the drawingaictioii being 
sufficient to straighten them out. 

Description of the Drawing-Pjcame.—Before enter¬ 
ing upon a detailed investigation of the drawing-frame and 
its action, a general description of the machine wjill be 
given. To do this a drawing is represented in Fig. 1, 
which represents a section, through the chief features, of 
a well-known tyjio of frame as made by Dobson and 
Barlow. The fuft cans of slivyr are taken from the card 
and put liehind the draw-frame, so that the sliver can 
be passed up in the direction of the arrows through holes 
in the guide-plate L On going forward, each sliver passes 
over a sjioon-shaped guide B, and on between two rollers 
C and I), whence it is guided to tlie back-roller F by 
means of the traverse guide E. Four successive lines of ^ 
rollers are now passed, during which the sliver is consider¬ 
ably drawn out or attenuated in consequence of each roller 
having a greater surface speed relative to the one next 
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to it. This is an essential feature of the machine, and it 
fs frojn this fatUhat the name “ drawing-frame ” is derived. 
On emerging ‘from the rollon d the drawn sliver is taken 
over a polished jdatc K, through the funnel L, and on 
hetween the calender rollers to the coiler.i, The* above is 
a general description; now enter into details. The 
guide-plate A is arranged so that it can be Gainfully 
adjusted according to the ])osition of the cans from which 
the slivers are taken. Large quantities of waste are easily 
made by carelessness in setting it, clue to the, breakages 
that occur through too great a di'ag ])cing put on the sliver 
in passing through the holes. The draw-frame is arranged 
so that each sliver that enters the rollers is drawn out four * 
to eight times its original length, and four to eight sliver^ 
are passed through together, so that, although each one is 
so lengthened out, their combination at thiJ funnel L, 
through which they pass, produces a sliver which differs 
very little in weight or length from any one of the entering 
slivers; it is more regular in substance, and its fibres are 
drawn out, comparatively si)eaking, parallel to each o^her. 
(The principles underlying these actions are explained on 
j)agc 14.) Otherwise there is no noticeable difference 
between a sliver fed at the back and that delivered at the 
^front of the macnine. Six ends or slivers are generally 
passed through, and in siich a case the total draft between 
the rollers will be six. IJiich drawing-frame is split up 
into what arc termed heads, a head being that portion of 
the rollers through which a group of slivers pass. ‘For 
instance, if six slivers, ^ide by side, pass through the four 
lines of rollers and are combined into one at the funnel, 
that section of the machine is called a delivery, and a set 
of deliveries is called a head. As a rule, there are from 
two to four heads in a complete draw-frame (see Figs. 2, 3, 
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and 4). This di|gram illustrate!! three methods of arrang¬ 
ing draw-frames. In hjg. 2 we have the*£indem sj’stcA 
in which tfic deliveries are all one way* It Vill bo 
observed that there are 24 cans behind the machine; six 
ends pa^ thrmigh each of the four deliverfes, so that only 
four ends cn^rge at the front! These ^ends would be 
taken to another passage of draw-frames, and possibly to 
a third. Fig. 8 illustiutes the alternate system, in which 
the slivers follow the arrow, and an extension of this 


2. Fki. 3. 



arrangement results in a ^lodification known as the zig** 
zag system. These different systems are the outcome of 
convenience to the work hands, economy of labour, and 
suitability of driving, as well as assaying in room and 
power. It must be understood that a wide variation may 
exist in the size of draw-frames. Each head may have 
eight deliveries, instead of four, as shown; there may be 
three heads of seven or eight deliveries; in fact, there is 
scarcely a limit to the utilisation of the draw-frame^for 
its jpurpose of drawing and doubling sjivers. The length 








‘6 


COTTON SPINNING 


C^HAP. 


of rollers in each delivery varies from 15 in. to 18 in.; this 
Ifcngth refers tb* 4he top I'ollers. Ejich of the bottom rollers 
is gen^r'ally fhadc in one length, or in sections pieced 
togetlier so that they revolve as one length. These bottom 
rollers are flntetl—that is, grooves arc cut therein length¬ 
wise—in order^that a grip may be obtained^ of the cotton 
as it i)asses through, and also that this grip shall pi*evciit 
the cotton from slipping or being drawn from between the 
* rollers in consequence of the draft. The number of the 
flutes, of course, varies in different frames, but they are 
usually as follows:—1 in. diameter, 3G flutes; 1J in. 
diameter, 45 flutes; IJ in. diameter, 50 flutes; 11 in. 
diameter, 54 flutes. The arrangement of the flutes, * 
especially where the top rollers arc covered with leather, 
is such that they have a slightly decreasing pitch on the cir¬ 
cumference. It will be seen that by this means the chance 
of the flutes making corresponding grooves in the leather, 
or actually cutting it, through continual working, is 
considerably reduced when compared with the effect pro¬ 
duced if the flutes be all pitched alike. The general term 
used to designate this kind of fluting is hunting, and its 
effect is similar to that of the ‘hunter cog’ adopted by 
clockmakers, and formerly by engineers, in having the 
,number of the teeth of wheels jn gear so arranged that the 
same teeth come into touch with each other only after a 
number of revolutions. , 

Rollers.—It will j*oadily be seen that since the drawing 
action of the machine is such an important factor in its 
usefulness, every means must be adopted to enable it to 
perform this pirt of its work j)erfectly. The grip of the 
various pairs of rollers, or their power to draw the fibres 
over each other without breaking or straining them, must 
be carefully attended to, for carelessness in this respect will 
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simply mean waste, and considerable irregiilarit}* in the 
resulting sliver. 

The top fullers, although ^leavy, are not .sufficigitly so 
to dis{)ciise with additional weighting, and, generally speak¬ 
ing, draw-fraijic rollers are weighted by ^.)me system of 
supi)lcmeTitary W(jights. As a# rule, dead weights. are 
adopted, weights siiflicieiit f(jr the purjx^e are hung by 
means of ^\lre or casiriroii hooks from each end of the 
roller (see Fig. 5). In such a case the weights would 
ju’obably \^ary from 14 to 25 lbs. if each end were weighted 
.s%[>ai’atcl 3 ', but veiy fre(]uently one weiglit is used for both 
cuds; wh(m this method is atlopted the weights must be 
dou])le what they were in the fii'st ease. The actual weight 
required depends upon the special cireiimsbinces in each 
mill, and is largely a (|Ucstioii of exi)Ci‘ience. Many j)eople 
would adopt weights of something like the following:— 
Fi’ont roller, 22 lbs.; second roller, 17 lbs.; tliii'cl i-ollcr, 17' 
lbs.; and fourth roller, 17 lbs. Here the front roller is 
natui’ally mon; hea\11y weighted than the others, because of 
the^weater bulk of cotton going through at this point; but 
the others are all alike in weight, the draft between them 
not being so great, and consequently there is no great 
necessity for any variation. There arc, however, many 
authorities who advocate different weights on each line of 
rollers, and they would Aost probably arrange them as 
follows Front roller, 20 lbs.; second roller, 18 lbs.; third 
roller, 16 lbs.; and fourth rofler, 14 lbs. It may also be, 
noted that some arrangements for the lower class cottons 
and heavy slivers have slightly heavier weights than for the 
finer classes of cottons. It is, however, very much a 
(luestion of experience, and in deciding upon the question 
a full consideration must.be given to all the factors of 
the case. 
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Leather Rollers.—TJie leather covering of the top 
^•oilers has alrcajly ])een iiuintioned. The adoption of such 
a cov(;ring cyi the to}) roljers of cotton Aiachinery is 
necessitated hy the fact that two iron rollers revolving in 
contact, v'ith |)»cssurc u})on them, would cru|}i such delicate 
fibres as those of cottoik when it ])assed })etween them. 
The top roller*is thei'cfore almost invariably covcrcc]. with 
some clastic or yielding material. Usually it is first 
covci’cd with a s})(‘eially wo\'en woollen cloth, which is 
firmly cemented to the iron suihicc of the roller ^ this gives 
a good clastic foundation. Over this is tightly drawn a 
thin leather covering, which thus forms a smooth, regular, 
and firm surface, which is caj^ablc (d gripi)ing the slivers 
and yet at the same lime yielding sulliciently to prevent* 
damage to the fibres. The maintenance of a perfectly 
round leather-covered roller is of gi'cat importance in the 
draw frame, and under all circumstances it ouglit to be 
maintained. One way of doing this has already been 
indicated in the use of the variable pitcn.in the flutes of the 
bottom roller, ])ut this is only ai)plicable whilst the machine 
is working. ^Vhen a stop})age of the machine takes place 
for any length of time, such as a week-end or holidays, the 
top roller can be damaged considcral)ly by the effect of the 
hanging weights {n’odneing a depression in the yielding 
Jnaterial of the top roller. Thfs, when the machine works 
again, is easily seen in the slightly eccentric running of the 
roller, and its effect is to produce irregularity in the sliver. 
In most mills, when*a stoppage occurs, the weights *are 
disconnected from the rollers, and this can be done cither 
by going round to each of the weights and uncoupling them 
separately, which means a great waste of time and energy, 
or by the use of some system of raising all the weights 
in one licad at once. Such a system is shown in the 
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accompanying drawing (Fig. 5). The four lines of rollers 
ai3 shown with«1>^e hooks A hanging from the top I'ollcrs. 
To thcse,hooksf)ther hooks ]) nfc attached, and Bo these are 
connected the weight hooks C, to whicli the weiglits J) are 
hung. In each %'eight is a specially formed ^lole, through 
wdiich passes an eccentric (i, so as not to touch the weights 
in any way whillt they hang from the roller. ^Jdic eccentric 
is carried at each cud l)y hi’ackets 11 holtcd to the l)eam. On 
one end is connected a handle »I, conveniently placed for 
being used when rc(|uired. A (piarter turn of tl^ handle 
turns the eccentric sufficiently to bring it into contact with 
the weights on the upj>cr part of the hole, and a slight 
continuation of the movement will naturally raise them 
bodily, and so relieve the piessure on the rollers. Tlic 
elongated cast-iron washer F, together with the small 
washers F, arc used to prevent the hooks B falling through 
the holes in the beam whenever they are uncoupled from 
the weight hooks. 

A further refinement in weighting i*s adopted in some 
mills, and consists in making the hook in two parts, and 
placing a spring between them. This lias the effect of 
neutralising any slight shock that might come upon the 
rollers, its purpose being simply to act as a cushion. Fig. G 
shows a modified ftrm of this system, as made by Brooks 
and Doxey, and the effect of ttic spring A is to reduce 
vibration due to the high speed of the roller. 

Loose Boss Rollers.— We have treated of the top roller 
so far simply as a roller covered with leather and working 
in slides or bearings at each end. Such a roller is called a 
solid roller, and is represented in the drawing (Fig. 7). 
They are, as a rule, used only for the last three lines of 
rollers. The front line of rollers is now almost invariably 
rpa%*with loose bosses. This type, introduced by Evan 
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Leigh, is shown in Fig. 7 in section, and from it we sec that 
there is a centre spindle having a l)arrelIe(^^K)dy, over wlii^li 
is fitted aiT outer shell wftich runs loose#on tl)^ centre 
roller; and since it is only in contact with it at the ])oints A, 
friction* will i)e considerably reduced. H!u:h a I'oller can 
easily be lubricated, the tendency of the oil being to run' 
dowii to the points A and stop tliere; the oil is consc(jucntly 
prevented from getting on to the cotton as it passes 
through. The centre rolkr does not rpvolva^, so that no 
Jubricatitjn is reipiired on its jiivots. It is inucli easier in 



Fkj 7. 


a roller of this class for the outer shell to revolve over the 
stationary centre roller, especially when such a thorough 
lubrication can be obtained; consc(p]ently it has liecorae 
very generally used. In spite of these aUlvantages, however, 
there are many who still jTrefer the solid form of roller. Tt 
is contended that the very ease with which it revolves is a 
disadvantage, inasmuch as the grip will be reduced, and to 
r(%tore it heavier weights must be iJsed. It is also claimed 
that a better draft can be obtained with a solid roller; but 
when a practical examination is made of the matter the 
contentions are found to be of no value whatever. In the 
facility with which the loose boss roller works there is an 
advantage that has not yet been mentioned—that fe, the 
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preventif)n of the })ossibiljty of tlic toj) roller remaining 
^ationary, if for a moment, whilst the bottom roller 
is still riiiiiiin<<^ When such thing happens* the slivers 
that are jiassing at the time ai’e practically crushed or 
very much weakened by the rubbing they #eceiv6. This 
cannot occur with loos^ boss rollers, ai^d fi’om this 
fact alone there exists a strong recommendation for 
their use. 

Loose Bush Rollers.— Another form of top roller, 
which has even greater advantages than the h)Ose bos| 
type, is one in which the I’oller itself is solid, but each end 
works in a loose bush; a good surface for lubrication is 
thus provided, as well as greater facility for the oiling, and 
friction is almost eliminated. It was formerly the rule to 
have double boss rollers in the draw-frame, but this practice 
has fallen almost out of use. Their advantages- over single 
boss rollers was apparent—for instance, there were fewer 
hooks, wires, and weights, and consequently the cleaning 
of the machine was a much easier matter and quickly per¬ 
formed ; the weighting was also much more simple, ^he 
machine was less costly, and in the lubrication less oil was 
required, this, of course, reducing the probability of staining 
the slivers. Tlic single boss roller, however, in spite of the 
abovej has one grea^ advjintage which the double boss does 
not possess, viz. each sliver, or group of slivers, is treated 
by itself, independently of others, so that more regular 
yarn is produced. In connection with this question of 
loose bush rollers, one well-known firm (Brooks and Doxeys) 
writos as followsWhere manufacturers prefer double 
boss rollers we strongly advise tlic front top roller being 
made with loose bosses, as these obviate cutting the roller 
leather arising from one of the bosses being larger than the 
other*to defective covering. For single boss rollers, how- 
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ever, wliich have the advantage (jf only two selvagel instead 
of four, we advise the use of loose bush rulers.” A single 
boss roller ^fould be weightclj from each emi^ and i/ 16 in. 
long on the ])oss, the leather-covered portion would be 
about 8 in. l^ng. The double boss roller ft weighted from 
its middle, and the leather-covertd portion on each side of 
the ly3ok would be about 5 in. long. 

It is the j)ractice in most mills to have the bottom 
rollers case-hardened in the necks, whilst in some the whole 
of the bottom rollers are case-hardened throughout. As a 
result they are rendered stiffer and stronger, and more 
capaldo of resisting torsion, while the flutes are less likely 
to be damaged cither through accident or carelessness. 

Diameters and Setting of Rollers.— Some attention 
Avill now be paid to the sizes and the conditions of setting 
the rollers, together with the circumstances that must bo 
taken into account in their arrangement. The importance 
of the relative position of the rollers to each other, accord¬ 
ing to the cotton being worked, cannot be overestimated. 
If the opei’ation is carelessly performed, nothing can aftcr- 
waivls remedy the bad work that is sure to result. There 
is one broad principle that must always be used as a guide 
in setting the rollers. The last pair of rollers must be so 
set that the distance apart of their ccntils just cxccedg the 
average length of the staple of the cotton passing through. 
The previous pair of rollers are then set ^ in. farther apart 
than this, and the back pair ^ in. failher still, so that if the 
sta^de used is 1 in., then the distances would be in. 
between front and second, 1] in. between second and third, 
and 1 1 in. between third and back. The alx)ve is a good 
plan to follow, but variation may be introduced and the 
distances made slightly less, especially where the cotton is 
soft and not heavy or wiry. The following sketches, Vith 
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(limcnsi(fns, will convoy a ^^ood idea of the arrangement of 
tile rollers and'their sizes for different classes of cotton. 
The dinicnsionft of the top rollers in each case Aipresent the 
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diiinieier ladore it is covered. Fig. 8 is for Indian cotton, 
Fig. 0 American cotton, and Fig. 10 Egyptian and 8ca 
Island cotton.^ 

The following summary will represent the luaiii points 
that are deduciblc from what has already been saidThe 
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short-stapled cottons recpiire small rollers and short distances 
between them; as the stajilc increases in length the rollers 
must be enlarged and the distances increiised. If a heavy 
sliver is being used, the distances between the centres must 

^ Vol. 111. pivo.s more complete details on tliis subject to vbich refer¬ 
ence juay be made. 
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be greater than ^vhon a finer slker is passing thrcfiigh. If 
the draft is rather snmil, or, as it- is i|Jmetinios calleti, 
“easy,” and tlie sliver is file, tlie distaTie(^ bet^^ecn tlie 
rollers can be a little less than when the di*aft is a high one 
and tlicf sliv(i’ heavy. If the staple of the cotton is 
irnigular, the J)est thing to do if^to bring out the roving as 
fine i^s possil)le and use easy di-afts. AVhen a big draft is 
used, the rollers should be run slowly. As the draft, is 
lessened a cjuicker speed may be run; but it should always 



be remem])ered that a large percentage of waste will result 
if a big draft and a big speed arc run together. 

Principles of Draft.— Now that we understand the 
general arrangement of the machine an# the disposition of 
the rollers, it will be berreficial at this point to make an 
examination of the principles upon which the action of 
the machine is based. In the draw-frame there are two 
abfolutely distinct operations, eacd one serving its own 
purpose, and producing a result totally different from the 
other. By combining the two operations into one process, 
we obtain the desired result of parallelisation of the fibres 
and regularity of the delivered sliver. The two actions 
will be considered in their order. 
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It lia^ already hecn rMntioiicd that the sliver passes 
tkroujjh four patfs of rollers, each ^)air of which, after the 
first, is accelerated in speed, ttfc result being an*attenuation 
or drawing out of the fibres. It is advisable to understand 
this clcai’ly. Iif the first place, the' sliver is led to»the first 
pair of I’ollers, which carrf it forward; the second pair of 
rollers now grij) the cotton, and since they arc rcvolvijig at 
a greater surface s])ccd, they will take the cotton forward 
quicker than it is being given to them. It will be readily 
understood that if both pairs of rollers held the f^me fibre.j 
of cotton at the same time the fibres would naturally be 
broken ; it is to prevent this happening that the rollers are 
set apart a little wider than the length of the fibre. The 
fibres under these conditions, therefore, yield among them¬ 
selves under the action of the quicker roller, and in doing 
so their contact with each other sets up sufficient Iriction to 
cause each fibre, as it is pulled along, to straighten itself 
out into a comparatively level condition. The surrounding 
fibres are all being acted upon in the same manner, so that 
although tlio sliver as a whole is gradually being m^de 
thinner, its fibres arc also being made to lie in the same 
direction as the length of the sliver. There is another 
point that it is as well to understand. By referring to the 
remarks on the setfing of the rollers, it will be noticed that 
the fibres, when passing from one pair of rollers to another 
pair, are not immediately grij)ped, but lie free, as it were, 
l)etween the two pairs. Such fibres are in reality, being 
drawn in almost the same way as if they were gripped, 
because their ends are being acted upon by the fibres that 
are passing through the rollers; in addition, the friction 
thereby set up carries them forward, and in doing so drags 
the other ends over the fibres that are being delivered, and 
so^traightens them. The reason why the different pairs of 
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rollers arc not iiiiiforin in their (listancc apart is n^t far to 
seek. As the sliver from the card or cimber is j)assc(J 
throi\i;h, th(? first two ])airs (Jf rollers must He wide apart, 
because the sliver is thickest, and also, for the same reason, 
the leasi drawing action must bo perfornfod, so as not to 
,damage the fibres, but to act on 4heni gradually; the time 
of leaving the grip of one pair and being grip])ed by the 
next pair must therefore be sullicieiit' to permit of this 
being done. The sliver is considerably haluced by the 
time it reaches the last, oi’, as it is freiiuently called, the 
front ])air, so here we ha\e the least distance and the 
greatest draft consistent with good woi'k, 

Nothing has been said so far about this attenuating 
process having the ellect of obtaining any species of regu¬ 
larity in the thickness of the sliver, and to a thoughtful 
reader it is ((uite obvious that no kind of regularity can 
pt)ssibly be obtained by a j)urely dra\\ing-out process as 
it exists in the draw-frame. If a thick and thin sliver 
were passed thi’oiigl? the machine, their relative condition 
would be practically the same when d(iliver(‘d, no matter 
what amount of draft be given. As an illustration we will 
take an exaggerated example, of an irregular length of 
sliver. tSup[n>se we had a length of sliver '1 ft. long, each 
6 in. of which had a diameter of 1 in.,*J in., I in., and 
in. respectively, and this were passed through a machine 
having four of a draft, the result would clearly be that 
each 0 in. would bo lengthened to ^2 ft., and the cross 
sectfon of each sliver would be reduced to one (piarter of 
what it was on enteihig; we cannot reasonably expect any 
other result. The fibres would certainly be in a more 
parallel condition, but the irregularity, so far as thickness 
is concerned, would still exist, because nothing has been 
done to lessen it, On the other hand, great irregularities 
VOL. II C 
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can be ‘•introduced by cj^relessness in the drafting and 
<weighting of the rollers. 

The claying of the fibres^'in parallel orddr is a very 
important duty in the draw-frame; but tlie equalisation of 
the sliver is e(faal]y important. The process of doubling 
the slivers enables this condition to be obtained, and it 
must be repealed as often as is found necessary to obtain 
the required degree of regularity with the least strain on 
the fibres. The principle underlying the action was touched 
upon when dealing with the doubling of the laps in the 
scutcher (see vol. i.); but here we will go into the mattSr 
a little more fully, because it is the very foundation iq)on 
which regular yarn is made. If a number of slivers, say 
six, that may bo very irregular in diameter, were placed 
side by side or made into one thick sliver, it is generally 
assumed that there would be great probability of, the thick 
and thin places coming together; and the assumption 
would be a correct one even if it depended only upon 
experience for its sanction. One ma^ make thousands of 
tests from the carded sliver, knowing beforehand its vari¬ 
ation from regularity, and if six are simply placed tog4her 
the regularity will be improved. It may and dofs happen 
that two, three, or even six thick or thin places come 
together, but the hhances of their doing so are very remote, 
^and do not neutralise the argument that there is an 
enormously increased probability of greater regularity 
occurring. We will try to demonstrate this by an example, 
and whilst taking numbers that are large and give a \^ide 
variation, it will readily be understood that, whatever 
numbers are taken, similar results will be given. Suppose 
a sliver was very irregular, and its different thicknesses 
were represented by the numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6. 
Suc'h a sliver would be six times as thick in one place as in 
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another. Now take, say, three •slivers like this one, and 
place them side by sid^ and let us consitfer the question 
whether the irregularities will be reduced *by so* doing. 
Granted that the irregularities are equally disposed in each 
slivc]’, wtf can ft)c at a glance that there is only one position 
they can occupy side by side so a*s to obtain, their greatest 
iiT(3guJarity, and that is when the thickest and thinnest 
])laccs all come together; but when we know that the 
possible combinations of the diflerent thicknesses in the 
t|jree slivei’s are innumerable, it is easy to see that the 
probabilities are all in favour of regularity. A very simple 
illustration will make this point perfectly clear. A diagram 
is given in Fig. 11 and portions of three irregular slivers are 
shown at A, B, and C. Measurements of these slivers were 
made at seven jioints in their length, and the figures over 
each point represent the diameters to scale. It will bo noted 
that greatest difference between the thickest and thinnest 
place is 12. Similarly the difference in B and 0 is 8 
and 19 respectively. Now if these three slivers are placed 
together and then drawn out to three times their length 
we shall obtain a sliver D which is equal to A, B, and 0 
divided by 3. If the diameter numbers on A, B, and C 
are totalled at each respective line and ^divided by 3 we 
obtain the diameter number^f the now combined sliver D; 
and it will be noted that the new diameter numbers only 
represent a difference between the thickest and thinnest of 
6J, sj that the new sliver is greatly improved in regularity 
upon each of the original three slivers composing it. If 
more slivers arc combined the probabilities increase, and 
when we consider that irregularities in a sliver are also 
very irregular in their position along the sliver, we increase 
still more the chances in favour of regularity. Upon ell 
this,, the fact should be considered, that when six slivers 
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arc put through the draw-framof six of the resulting slivers 
arc passed through anijther head, and sij? slivers tl\at arS 
the result of, the -second drawing arc passed tlwougli a 
third time, l^^ach time they have heen submitted to a 
draft of» six ,*80 that the total d()ul)ling the sliver has 
received is 6x0x6 = 216. Th% diagram jn Fig. 12 will 

A • B C D B F 
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perhaps make this clear, represents six card slivers, and, 
they are doubled, drawn out, and form one sliver at G. 
A similar thing happens at B, 0, D, E, and F, and results 
in single slivers at H, J, K, L, and,M. The six slivers 
G, ft, J, K, L, and M are doubled and drawn out to one at 
N, so that N is the result of 36 original card slivers being 
doubled together. Each of the slivers P, Q, R, S, and T 
also represents 36 original card slivers, so that if these six 
slivers N, P, Q, R, S, and T are doubled together, .the 
resulting sliver W is the result of doubling 216 original card 
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slivers. ' AVc can thus easily realise that in the operation 
hf doubling we ‘nave a process upon which every reliance 
can bc'})laced‘ in obtaining regularity of the' sliver, and 
that the principles upon which it depends are perfectly 
sound. c 

Stop Motions. —Tt is* quite manifest that the value of 
doubling will depend very much for its success upon thp con 
tinuous feeding to the rollers of the same number of slivers. 
If six slivers are fed this number must be maintained, for 



if one of them broke, and it was not immediately pieced up, 

^ there would be a weak spot in the delivered sliver of over 
16 per cent less than the adjacent portions; so it is imper¬ 
ative that this should be avoided, and consequently in all 
draw-frames means a,re taken both at the front and back of 
the machine to prevent the possibility of such a 4ing 
happening. A variety of mechanical methods are employed 
to serve this purpose, one or two of which will now be 
given.'^ig. 13 shows the first example. After the slivers 
have parsed through the sliver plate from the cans, each 
pne is conveyed over a lever B, centred on a pivot at A, 
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The upper portion is formed as ^ kind of spoon, Sh shaped 
as to keep the sliver in position, and tke lower part k 
made with !i hook-shaped pi\)jection “ a.” The spQon lever 
B is so pivoted as to be almost balanced. Its heavier 
j)ortion* is, however, at the bottom. When a sliver is 
passed over the spoon there isi sufficient weight, together 
with the tension in it, to counteract this weight and cause 
the upper portion B to be depressed; and so long as a 
sliver is going forward or its tension is maintained, the lover 



will always occupy the position shown in the drawing (Fig. 
13). Directly an end breaks, through® a knotted portion 
not being able to pass thrAigh the sliver plate, and also iit 
consequence of weak spots existing in the sliver, or when a 
can runs empty, the upper part is relieved of its weight 
anl the lower portion “ a ” immediately falls, and in doing 
so occupies a position which prevents a vibrating arm “ b ” 
from working. This causes almost instantly the stoppage 
of the machine. Its precise action is worthy of a detailed 
examination, so, although the sketch (Fig. 14) is similar to 
the drawing (Fig. 13), it is reproduced here stripped ot the 
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accessories, and the stop in(;|tioii only shown distinctly. An 
€ccentric X, actiug through the arm Y and the bell lever 
on the sj^aft Q,‘gives to the vib;Lating knife “ b ^^'its recipro¬ 
cating motion. Under normal conditions of working “b" 
passes through A short arc of a circle, and in,doing so just 
misses the hook })ortion ‘U’’ of the s])oon leve.r. It will 
be noticed that tlie eccentric arm Y is in two pai’ts, Y and 
Z, and that they are connected by a pin at the centre V. 
The end “d” is in connection with the vibrating lever 
working on the shaft (). The whole arramrement is so 
balanced as to offer very little resistance to the free 
movement of the two portions of the eccentric arm, and it 
therefore works as if it were one piece. If anything, how¬ 
ever, interferes with this freedom of movement-—for 
instance, when an end breaks and the hook part “a” of the 
spoon lever 11 drops and ju'cvents the motion of “b’’— 
something must yield, for the eccentric continues to work. 
This yielding takes place between the two i)arts of the 
eccentric arm, and results in the liftilig up of Y bodily. 
In this action it is brought into contact with the upper 
portion “e” of a knocking-off slide “f,” which keepsthe 
strap on the fast pulley. As “ f ” is lifted up, the shaft J, 
which is kept in i)osition by the slide, is released, and a 
strong compressioA spring ])laced upon it, acts through 
kitable stops, on the strap-fort rod “ li,” and so changes 
the strap from the fast to the loose pulley, which stops the 
frame. The machine cannot be started again until the 
cause of stoppage is put right. Fig. 14 is given to represent 
the position occupied by the eccentric and levers when an 
end breaks. The eccentric is in its highest })Osition, 
whilst the centre V has also been raised from its normal 
position. This clearly lifts up the arm Y, and when this 
is effected the stoppage of the machine is a comparatively 
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simple matter. This motion is i^imcrally called the* Back¬ 
stop motion. ^ 

There is'also in front ol the machine •anothor stop 
motion, its o])ject l)eing to prevent a decreased number of 
slivers passing through to the coiler. TIils reduction in 
tlie sliver may occur either throu/>h breakage^or roller laps, 
\j\ w|^en a sliver sticks to the leathei’ of the roller and 
begins to be wound round it. Crossed and knotted 
portions may occur, and these also stop the machine. The 
slivers coming from the front roller pass over the plate K 
(Figs. 1 and 1‘1) and down through the funnel L into the 
coiler can. The funnel L is carried by a lever centred at 

and is so balanced that any diminution of tension of 
the slivers will cause the funnel to lift up, which causes 
the other end N to fall, and in doing so it comes in the 
way of a vibrating feeder bar W. This bar is connected 
with the eccentric arm, and is actuated from it. Directly, 
therefore, that its motion is stopped, the two portions 
V and Z separate, as in the back motion, and the frame 
stops. If from any cause too much sliver is going through 
the funnel L, it will do so with difficulty and naturally 
depress it. This depression raises one end E of a lever, 
which is centred at P, and depresses the end S. A stop 
pin T on the vibrating feeder bar is by this means pre¬ 
vented from passing forward, and as a consequence its 
movement is stopped, and, through its connection, the 
machine also. The position of the weight It on the lever 
is used to regulate the amount of sliver that can be passed 
through the funnel without stopping the frame, u. 

Another form of stop motion, made by John Hetherington 
and Sons, is shown in Fig. 15; enlarged views are also 
given of some of the details. The action is as follows 
The sliver passes forward from the cans in the direction of 
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the arrow, ana is guided t© the “ single preventer ” rollers G 
•and H by the gKiido J. From hero it moves towards the 
rollers'ovei* flic spoon F; th'miigh this spoon, means are 
adopted for stopping the machine when an end breaks or 
a can runs cmjity; the erdarged view will eiAiblc l*he action 
to be undcrsUipd. As thft sliver goes forward, the spoon F, 
fulcrumed on the knife edge O', is pressed down npqn the 



rod 0, and in this position its other end is kept out of the 
way of a revolving jpider Q. If an end breaks, however, 
the pressure is taken from the spoon, and its lower end, 
being the heavier, falls and comes into contact with the 
revolving spider Q; through inclines on the face of the 
spider a sliding motion is produced which, actuating a stop 
rod^ moves the strap on to the loose pulley, and so stops the 
machine. 
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The front stop motion acts,as follows:—Th5 sliver 
passes through a funnel E which is pivots as shown in# 
the drawing* It is halaiicA by means of Idio we^dit P, 
and this can be so carefully done that if too thick or too 
thin a slwer istpassing through, the funnel I^ill fall or rise. 
For instance, if a knot or twisted*sliver tries^to go through 
it wijl^ depress the fimiiel, this will raise the link K and so 
act on the lever L (see enlarged drawing) as to bring one 
end of it into contact with the 1st spider N and stop the 
machine, pn the other hand, if too thin a sliver passes 
through, the link K will fall and come into contact with 
the 2nd spider and also stop the machine. 

It is very desirable, whenever an end breaks, that the 
piecing should be a direct one. It is not sufficient that the 
two ends are placed just in contact; there must be no 
interval whatever between the two. The fibres of one end 
must interlock with the fibres of the end to which it is 
pieced. To do this effectually we must arrange the 
machine so that the breakages occur at points where the 
pieejpgs can be performed successfully, and with a minimum 
of trouble. If a breakage of sliver happened just as it was 
entering the rollers there would be considerable difficulty 
and loss of time, as well as waste, in making a successful 
piecing; so, to prevent this, all draw-frames are now made 
with what is generally termed a “ single preventer ” motion. 
This usually consists of two rollers (see Figs. 1,13,14, and 
15) j)laced between the sliver plate and the spoon levers. 
The* bottom roller is driven at a slightly slower speed 
than the back roller, so that the sliver between them has 
a small draft and is in tension. Any breakage that occurs 
will almost invariably be between these rollers and the 
cans, so that immediately the broken end passes between 
the two rollers the spoon is relieved and the machine stops. 
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The pi^icing at this poiut is easily ciTcctcd. The stop 
•motion also aclfe much (|uicker with the single preventer. 
The tejision of the sliver between it and the Sack roller is 
always uniform, and is sufficient to keep the spoons in their 
correct positiofl, as they act instantly when*the iPtmsion is 
removed. Whhout this Hiotion the tension would be very 
irregulai’, sinc(5 the sliver coming from the can woujd one 
moment be tight and the next very slack, and formerly it 
was no uncommon thing for the machine to stop simply 
because of slack sliver. 



Owing to the* multiplicity of parts and the separate 
motions necessary to obtain * thorough control of the 
machine by means of the mechanical arrangements just 
described, a large firm of machine-makers, Howard and 
Bullough, introduced several years ago a method of attain¬ 
ing the same, or even better results, by means of electricity. 
In order to understand the (piestion fully, a drawing of 
a section of the draw-frame is given in Fig. 16. Here the 
sliver is shown in its passage through the machine, and it 
js quite apparent that the whole arrangement is of the 
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most simple character. The principle upon whhih the 
action of the machine relies for its elfecMve working is* 
based upon the important facfl that cotton is* a very good 
insulator, or, in other words, a non-conductor of electricity. 
Electricity^, generated by means of cells pheed near the 
machine or wherever desirable, k conducted by wires to 
certairj parts of the frame. This electricity is rendered 
inoperative so long as the opposite poles of the current are 
not allowed to be brought into contact with each other. 
Directly ong part of the machine having ])Ositive electricity 
is connected to another part having a negative current, the 
current begins to (lirculate, and if means are taken to 
jintroduco in the path of the current some appliance like 
the electro-magnet, the machine can be readily stopped by 
its action upon catches or otherwise. In the drawing the 
single preventer motion is shown at AH. The bottom 
roller is continuous, and is supplied by electricity from one 
polo of the battery. The top rollers arc in short lengths, 
each length having two slivers passing under it. They are 
com^ected to the opposite pole of the battery, and insulated 
from the rest of the machine. So long as the top and 
bottom rollers are kept apart by the slivers which pass 
between them nothing will happen, because the current is 
disconnected, and therefore powerless; Sut immediately a 
sliver breaks, the rollers come into contact, and the current* 
begins to flow through the electro-magnet P. This, as a 
cons^equence, is made sufficiently i)owcrful to draw on one 
side a.hanging catch X, which is thus brought into the path 
of a revolving cam S. The motion of the cam is stopped 
by this action, and, in stopping, it actuates the strap shifter 
in such a manner as to stop the machine. When the 
sliver breaks in front of the frame, after passing through 
the rollers, the stop motion is arranged to be actuated from 
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the calftnflcr rollers L aijd D. These are insulated in a 
♦similar marincr«fco the back roller motion A and H, and the 
slivers j‘n i)aBsing between t^iem prevent th8 flow of the 
current; but when a breakage does occur the rollers come 
together, and ftie machine is instantly stoppl'd by*the same 
electro-magnet and catchias in the first case. When the 
sliver wraps round the roller, cither top or bottom, its 
immediate effect is to lift up the top roller. This completes 
the circuit by bringing roller K into electrical contact with 
the top clearer at the adjusting screw C, and s^ put? into 
operation the electro-magnet P. A similar result happens 
when the can is full. In this case the machine is stopped 
through the excessive pressure of the sliver in the can^ 
lifting the tube v^heel slightly, and thus connecting the two 
poles of the battery. 

Whatever may be said against the introduction of 
electricity into a room which, in the majority of cases, is 
already greatly charged with the Mid in a most incon¬ 
venient and unmanageable form, its results in the attain¬ 
ment of the desired ends that necessitated its introduction 
have caused it to be held in high repute by all who have 
had occasion to use it. 

Top Clearers.— We now come to another detail of the 
draw-frame, viz. the top clearers, and they are an essentially 
important feature of it. Owing to the large amount of 
friction that is set up in a cotton mill, and the practically 
complete insulation of the whole ironwork in the building, 
the electricity that is generated is gradually accumulated 
until its effect on the various machines and the fibres of 
cotton is to tend to draw them away, with the result that 
these fibres cause a wiriness to appe^ir which, unless suitable 
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humidifying influences are hroughf to bear on it, wHl con¬ 
tinue in the subsequent stages. In the (kaw-frame the 
slivers arc untwisted and 'relatively parallel ta each other, 
so that this effect of electricity is seen in the ease with 
which thcbfibrc£ attach thcnisclves to the rollers and are 
carried round. If this continues iov some time the loose 
fibres will accumulate, and eventually, by gravity or other 
disturbing force, fall back on the slivers and bo incorporated 
in them, to their considerable detriment. It is, therefore, 
necesfc'y to clear the rollers by some continuous process, so 
that as little labour as possible is introduced into the 
operation. One method of doing this is by means of 
what is termed a stationary flat. A sketch of this form 
^s shown in the section of the draw-frame in Fig. 1. It 
consists of a piece of flannel attached at the front and back 
to a portion of wood in such a manner that the weight of 
both wood and flannel rests on the top rollers. The rough¬ 
ness of the flannel naturall}' clears the rollers of the loose 
fibres and particles of dirt that may adhere to them. In 
the arrangement there are no means taken to carry away 
what'is generally called the flat waste, so it gathers into 
lumps, and at last will drop into the slivers unless great 
care is taken in cleaning them at regular intervals of about 
two hours. To avoid this unnecessary"'labour, and the 
probable spoiling of the cotfbn, several good types of top 
clearers have recently been introduced, which minimise to 
a very large extent the inconveniences associated with the 
stationary flat. A typical form, made by Dobson and 
Barlow, is given in the accompanying drawing (Fig. 17). 
It consists essentially of two wooden rollers covered with 
flannel, one of which rests between the front and second 
rollers, and is driven positively at such a speed as to prevent 
any damage to the leather rollers upon which it rests, and 
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yet so'tlifit it can clca)’ tjjem of their afllicring fibres. The 
other roller Wiiiply rests between the third and back 
roller!^. This roller will reqjbivc a turning riiotion, due to 
the fact that it is in contact with two rollers that arc run¬ 
ning at diirei’(?nt speeds. The friction set up Ixjtwecn tliem 
clears the leather. Itisi^iuitc obvious that the revolution 
of the two clearer rollers will, in addition to their cleansing 
action, also form ai'ound themselves in a kind of laj) all the 
dirty and loose cotton they collect. There can, therefore, 



be no accumulations with their attendant evils. The 
stripj)ing of the Roller is an easy matter, and only requires 
to be performed about oncc'a week. This is a decided 
improvement upon the frequency of strip})ing which was 
necessary in the earlier form noted above. It will be 
noticed that the weight of the flannel-covered rollers* must 
be carefully adjusted, for it is bad policy to allow the full 
weight of any arrangement, unless it is very light, to rest 
indiscriminately upon the top rollers. The requisite ar¬ 
rangement in thc'appai'atus is attained by the employment 
of a balanced lever, pivoted as shown, one end of which 
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rests under the frame carrying the, rollers, whilst th5 other 
end is weighted with a movable weight, fty this means 
the pressure required on tlio rcJjlers is readily obtained. 

Two other examples of clearers arc given in Figs. 18 
and 19. IJig. consists of a flannel A carrirfl over rollers 
and driven positively; the friction«>f the flan;^el on the top 
rollers gives a cleansing action. The flannel is automati¬ 
cally cfearied by means of a reciprocating knife 11 resting on 
the flannel and being carried by an arm C centred at the 
end of a lover carried on a stud at E. An eccentric 
gives to the end F a to-and-fro movement which is trans¬ 
ferred to the knife B, and which enables the knife to scrape 



off thg fibres, etc., collected by the flannel. This clearer is 
generally known as Ernjen’s Clearer. An improvement on 
it, known as Ceiling’s Clearer, is shown at Fig. 19; the arm 
C has a double knife B, the fly and dift scraped off the 
flannel A is collected in tlfb receptacle shown, and thus 
prevented from escaping and falling down on to the 
emerging slivers. 

FtBl Can Stop Motion.— Fig. 20 represents a full can 
stop motion; it is very simple in piinciple and quite 
effective. As the can fills, the sliver presses upwards 
against the plate D, and this moves a plate F also upwards. 
In contact with the plate F is a pin G, which is forced up 
until it comes into the path of a reciprocating rod H which 
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it BtojiB, and this stoppa;];e, through the usual means, leads 
to the stoppa^ of the machine. 

A full can stop motion jb also made whi^h acts when a 
certain length of sliver has been put into the can ; a worm 
and worm #hcel, actuated from the rollers, cajisc a stop- 
piece to movp forward ^n a screw until eventually it comes 
into the path of the reciprocating rod through which the 
stop motion acts. 

Metallic Rollers.— As their name implies, these rollers 
are of metal and intended to displace the top leather- 
covered rollers of Draw and Fly frames. Tlfey arc fliilcd 
and spaced in such a manner that they practically gear 
with the bottom rollers, so that as the sliver passes between. 
the two it receives a crimping effect. Claims are made 
that this is an advantage and adds to the elasticity of the 
yarn, but it is an extremely doubtful advantage even where 
it exists. A further claim made is that an increased pro¬ 
duction is obtained from the same speed of roller. This 
may be considered. In the first place the increased length 
delivered, due to the crimping, implies an increased speed 
of spindle, in order to put in the desired twists per inch. 
Moreover, because of the increased length, the draft must 
be regulated by running the back roller at a higher speed. 
These are two prtlpable results to be taken into account if 
a comparison is to be ma(W* between a machine working 
with and without metallic rollers. The question of their 
advantage in higher production may therefore be considered 
as a very small matter and of no practical value in a mill. 
It has also been found' that the passage of th| sliver 
between the flutes has a crushing effect on the fibres, 
though this has been modified in the most recent form of 
roller. The older form of metallic rollers simply consisted 
in the flutes, of the top roller resting in the spaces of the 
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bottom roller. The next irnprovcijaent was to prevdlit this 
by turning collars on each end of top and lf()ttoni rollers; 
these were of such a size tliat^hen the collars were in con¬ 
tact, the tops of the flutes of one roller did not come into 
contact with th« ])ottom of the spaces of th# other roller. 
Tliis, however, did not prevent t^e crushing eflect, so a 
further improvement was to cut at each end of each roller 
flutes and spaces that I’ested on and in each other; but in 
the middle part of the roller, through which the sliver passed, 
a less diamelerwith smaller flutes and larger spaces was 
made; this naturally is the best form of the arrangement. 

A section of Asa Lees’ draw-frame is given in Fig. 21, 
and whilst it follows the usual design the stop motions 
are sufficiently interesting to be illustrated and described. 
The motion shown in the drawing is driven from the coilcr 
shaft to a wheel on which is cast an eccentric A, on 
which fits the stra]) 1>, with its rod C weighted at I), 
with an extension on which is fixed a stud E. This stud 
E entei's a V-shajied ^ot in the lever F, whose fulcrum is 
at vJ; the other end of lever F is extended to I. The 
weighs D maintains the stud E at the bottom of the V slot, 
and the lever F will simply oscillate to and fro freely. If 
the end S of the sjioon or the end of the trumpet lever H 
comes into the ])ath of the vibrating end? T or J, then th( 
V'shaped end of F will bo locifed, and the stud E, being frc( 
to move, will slide \i\) one of the grooves in the V, and or 
coming into contact with the arm K move its other arn 
out of the locking position on the stop rod L, and so stoj 
the machine. 

In Fig. 22 we have Dobson and Barlow’s improved 
design of the machine illustrated in Fig. 1. It will be 
noticed that the rollers I), C take up the slivers from the 
cans and that the single preventer is placed between these 
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rollers and thf. hack roller F. Every sliver is thus treated 
alike and all have C(iual teiisioiL, so that a^more sensitive 
action is introduced on the'si)oon B, and the trouble caused 
]>y mere slackness of the sliver in the cans is no longer a 
source of annoyance through stoppage of the frdme. 

Calculat\ons.^“We now come to deal with the question 
of gearing, and the changes to be made in order tv obtain 
the necessary productions and conditions for the purj)ose in 
view. A special drawing (Fig. 23) has been prepared, 
showing at a glance the arrangement of wheels and j)frts 
that constitute the chief features of the frame. Whilst 
mentioning that the machine represented is the method 
adopted by a leading firm of machine makers, Dobson aid 
Barlow, it is almost unnecessary to point out that other 
makers’ designs vary so little from it that readers can very 
readily adapt the following calculations to suit the gearing 
of the machines with which they are directly in touch. 

The driving pulley shown on the outside of the frame 
end receives its motion from a lino shaft above. The size 
of this driving pulhjy, of course, varies according to the 
speed required and pulley on the line shaft, but under 
ordinary conditions an 18 in. x 13 in. will be found a good 
standard to ad{)pt, although 21 in. is frequently used. 
On the di'iving shaft, just infiido the framing, is keyed the 
inside driving pulley B, or, as it is sometimes called, the 
bottom shaft pulley. In different makes of machines this 
j)ulley varies, but for our present purpose IG in.,will be 
taken as its diameter; it drives, by means of a belt, a pulley 
C on the front roller, whose diameter as shown is 12 in. 
From this point the driving of the whole frame takes place, 
and it is here where the machine is stopped and started, 

Full calculations .and Jrawinj^s of tlic chief niacliiue-niakers’ draw- 
frames are given in the author’s book Cotton Spinnmj Valculutions. 
































40 


COTTON SPINNING 


‘CHAP, 


gearing as represented ^in the sketch. The front roller 
drives the baclt roller, through a conii)Ound carrier A E, 
and tjie wheel F; the second I’oller is driven from the 
back roller through the Mdieels G and H, a single carrier 
coming between them to preserve the direction ^of revolu¬ 
tion ; the baik roller also drives the third roller by the 
wheels J and K, a carrier again being necessary here to 
turn the roller in the right direction. The system shown 
is the one generally adopted now, but in some makes of 
machines the two intermediate rollers will be (pund driv^^n 
at the other end of the frame, ostensibly with the object of 
reducing any tendency to tAvisting, or at least of neutralis¬ 
ing it somewhat; l)ut this is too palpable a fallacy to nee(j[, 
explanation, and in all the best or newest designed machines 
the arrangement shown in the drawing is adopted. The 
calender rollers are driven from the front roller by a train 
of wheels whose continuation also drives the top coder 
shaft. This shaft, through pairs of bevel wheels, drives 
each coiler top, whilst it is also the means of conveying 
motion through bevels to the bottom coiler shaft, from 
which the coiler can itself is turned. Elevations of the 


roller gearing are given in Figs. 24, 25, and 26, by which 
their disposition is clearly shown. To facilitate making the 
calculation, and putting to a j)ractical test the rules that 
are given, the following table of particulars is presented 


A Draft wheel 
H Inside driving 
C Front roller pul% 

D Front roller wheel 
E Crown wheel on top carrier 
F Back roller wheel. 

G Back roller wheel driving second roller 
H Second roller wheel 
J Back roller wheel driving third roller 
K Third roller wheel 
Diameter of front roller 
„ second roller . 


Various, 40 to 90 teeth. 
Various dias., say 14 in. 
. 12ini’dia. 
. 20 teeth. 

. 115 
arious, say 80 
„ 45 
„ 20 
26 

IJ in. 

. M 
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Diameter of third roller . . ^ . . li*in. 

,, fourth rolh r . . . ^ . U » 

No. of slivers per delivery , . . 8 ,, 

Speed of front roller per iniiiute«^ . . . revs. 


Obtaining the correct draft is the most important calcu¬ 
lation of%the draw-frame, and this is done irf the usual way 
. by finding the surface speed of tke rollers apd dividing the 
slowest into the quickest, which gives a ratio or number that 
represents the draft. The front roller has the quickest speed, 
whilst the back roller runs the slowest, so if we find their 
lospective surface speeds the question becomes an easy one. 

(1) Draft between front and \ _Kx 1'’ x dia. of fioiit rnll(^ 
back rollers J “Dx Ax dia ot back loller 
lir)x 80 xH_ 

“ l>0x58x],'> 


It will be seen that this formula is made by simply con¬ 
sidering the back roller as the driver and working back 
to the front roller. In most cases this is the best plan to 
adopt. 

When the draft is already given or supposed, and it is 
required to find the necessary wheel, the same rule is 
appljcable by substituting the required draft in place of the 
wheel A, as this is the change place. 


/ox /^M 1 I 1 4 F X K X dia. of front roller 

(2) Change or draft wheel A = ofbackroller 

80xll5xUin. r X 


For this result we take the next highest wheel, viz. 58 
teeth. In order to save repetition of ybe above calculation, 
finding the “ constant number ” is advisable. This is done 
by using the above rule, but leaving out the draft, or, in 
No. 1, by leaving out the draft wheel. 


( 3 ) 


Constant number = , 


F X E X dia. of front roller 


D X dia. of back roller 

80xll5xUin. 

= - - „ - , . - =400. 

20 X U in. 
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Frorft this constant number we can obtain eitlier the 
t draft or the dra^t wheel as follow^s:— 

I 

/, X Constant inimber 


Praft 


Draft wlieel 
, Constant nuinl)(',]‘ 


(0) Draft ])L‘tweeii iirsi and second ^ _ H x F x E x dia. of front roller 
j G A A X D X dia. of second roller 
_20 X 80 X lir> X 1 •[) in. 
"45xT8x20xf-25‘in.'' 


(7) Draft lietwcen the .second ami hack 


_G X dia. of second roller 
J1X dia. of back roller 

20 Xm. 

J X dia. of third roller 


(8) Draft between the third and back=;" " 7- / - 

K X dia. of back roller 

21 X l.J in. 

(9) Draft between the .second andl _K x G x dia. of .second roller 

tliir.l rollers } - 'J x H x diaT of UliiTTailei 

_21 X 45X1} in. 

■”26'x^)7uli[;~^’' • 

(10) Production in 10 lioiirs i.s found a.s follows 

Min. in 10 hr.s. xrevs. of F.K. xcircumference of F.R. 

_ X ^o 'ain s per y ard of sliver 

lit) in. X 7000 grains 

(11) The “eonstant" number for production may bo obtained for any 

diameter of front roller by using rule No. 10, but leaving out 
the grains per y|rd of sliver. When this is done the produc¬ 
tion is found as followsConstant number x grains per yard 
of .sliver=production. •* 

/inMv • UA ei • niimher of ends X weight of carding 

(12) eight of drawing =-- ®. 

(13) The draft can be fomid by the following rule 

number of ends put up x weight of carding 
weight of drawing 

(14) The draft wheel can also be found by the proportionate method' 

Draft wheel=weig ht x draft wheel on ^ 
present weight 

(15) Draft wheel=21^''“''" 

required hank 
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(10) The draft between the first and seg:)nd x draft between fjiie second 
and third X the draft between the third aud#<'ourth-total draft 
of the niachino, • , 

The horse-power recpiired for driving the draw-ft’ame is 
geiicralij^ put jdown as 1 Lli.p. for 12 deliveiijes. 

Draft.— On referring to rule,(l) on i)agc 41, it will h^ 
noticed that, although we are asked to consider the back 


ORhFT WHttL 



roller as the driver, we place the back roller among the driven 
wheels and the front roller among the drivto. This is puzz¬ 
ling to the student, so an attempt wilHe made to explain it. 

Consider the gearing of Brooks and Doxey’s draw- 
frame in Fig. 27, having the following particulars 


Wheel A 20 T. drives BlOO TA 


C 40/70 T. 
E 43 T. 

22 T. 
K 22 T. 


T) 70 T. 

F 16 T. 
TJ 18 T. 
M 4S T. J 


Wheels N, J, and L are 
■ carriers and are not 
used in the calculations. 
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The (iiamctcrs of the rollers are stated on the drawing. 
Since draft simply means dividing the surface speed of one 
roller into the surface speed of ariotlicr roller, we must find 
the surface speed of the front roller and divide it by the 
surface speed of the l)ack roller. 

Now suj)p 0 (ce the froilt roller has 200 revs, per min., 
its surface speed will be 

n V ‘^9 

350 X Ig X Y --r = 1512 inches ]>er min. 

8/ / ^ 


The surface speed of the l)ack roller will be 


350 X A xC X circ. of H.K. 
UxD " 

_3.50 x 20x 58 x 11 '<22 

"■ ro6x'7o ■ 


350x20x58xnxy 
Too x~70 

= 250 inches per min. 


Surface speed of F.R. _ ^ 
Surface speed of li.R. ~ 

=—^=6*04 total draft. 


We see from this that if we start our draft calculation 
from the back roller the front rollef diameter must be 
on the to|) line and the back roller below. If we simply 
combine the two calculations into one we do so as follow* i— 


350xl|xV 


^^x 20x 58xl-x V 
100x70 


_3.50 X 11^22^350 x 20 x 5^ 11 x 22 
8x7 ’ 100x70x8x7 

_350xllx22xl00 x70x8 x7 
8 X 7 X 350 x 20 X 58 X 11 X 22 

Kn y 7 

= total draft. 


• If, in this last calculation, letters are used instead of figures, 
and using only the diameters of the rollers, we obtain— 


Dia. of F.R. f 

BxD 

_ Dia. of F.R..X B x D _ ^ 
“Dia.‘of 
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It will thus be seen that a (ymplc form of rdksoning 
easily explains why the front and back foller diameters • 
occupy the positions tlfey do in rules for draft. The 
driving of the rollers of the draw-frame is not always the 
same, ^verai systems are adopted by mSchine-makers. 
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Fig. 28. 


For instance, Howard and Rullough’s have the three systems 
shown in Fig. 28. The calculations for these systems all 
follow on the same liftes as the examples already given, so 
it is unnecessary to work them out here. 


TTable 
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CHAPTER II 

COMBING 

Object of Combing. — It k advisable, now that the 
subject of combing has been reached, to explain clearly the 
position this process occupies in the cotton - spinning 
industry, and also to give the reasons why the treatment of 
the operation has been placed after drawing instead of after 
carding, which is the plan usually adopted by textile 
writers. The explanation necessitates a consideration of 
several important msflters, a knowledge of which is almost 
essential in order to gain a clear understanding of much 
that follow. 

In the first place, it must be thoroughly realised that, 
although cotton spinning has the one great aim of bringing 
an irregular mass of cotton fibres into d)mparative order, 
and makipg them into a string round thread, there is such 
a wide variation in the condition of the raw material, and 
also such a great range in its ultimate product, that the 
indu^ry is, as a consequence, split up into several branches; 
and these—principally for economic reasons, as well as 
structural details of machinery conducing to variation of 
result—might also be termed distinct processes. Four 
branches or departments may be enumerated, viz. waste 
spinning, spinning low numbers, medium numbers, and high 
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numbers. AVaste sjunnjng we are not concerned abou 
but the other Ihrce arc part of our subject. The variatio 
of the raw material used fo) citlier of these three purpos( 
compels an almost corresponding variation in details ( 
structure, in Hype of machine, and in the^arrai,‘gement ( 
the order or ^tent of the various processes. To make th 
clear, a list of machines in their order is given for spinnin 
from low numbers up to high numbers, and it will be see 
how the conditions vary as the better classes of cotton ai 
used.^ 


Nos. 

1. Don})le vertical opener, 
li. Sint,'le scutcher. 

3. Single scutcher. 

4. Single scutcher. 

6. Carding engine. 


3 to 10 

6. Drawing frame, 

7. Slabbing frame. 

8. Roving frame. 

0. Mule or ring frame, 


Nos. 10 to 20 : Indian Cotton 


1. Double vertical opener. 

2. Single .scutcher. 

3. Single scutcher. 

4. Single .scutcher. 

5. Carding engine. 

Nos. 20 to 50 : 


6. Draw-frame, * 

7. Slubbing frame. 

8. Intermediate frame. 

9. Roving frame. 

10.* Mule or ring frame, 

Amkuican Cotton 


1. Single vortical opener. 

2. Single scutcher. 

3. Single scutcher. 

4. Single scutcher. 

5. Carding engino. 


(). Draw-frame. 

7. Slubbing frame. 

8. Intermediate frame. 

9. Roving frame. 

10. Mule or ring frame. 


No.s. 40 to 100 : Kcjvitian Cotton 


1. Double opener, with lap part. 

2. Single scutcher. 

3. Carding engine. 

4. Draw-frame. - 


5. Slubbing frame. 

6. Jntennediate frame. 

7. Roving frame. 

8. Mule. 


Nos. 80 to 100 ; Kqyptian (double-carded) 


1. Double opener, ^dth lap part. 

2. Single scutcher. 

3. Breaker card. 

4. Lap machine or Derby doubler. 

5. Finisher card. 


6. Draw-frame# 

7. Slubbing frame. 

8. Intermediate frame. 

9. .hick-frame, 

10. Mule. . 


'ery full details of these systems are given in Vol. IIL 
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No, too upwanis: SiCA IsI^and Cotto^n 

1, opener, with lap 8. Draw-frame. 

H. .Single Kctitclier. * !l. Slabbing frame, 

3. Canling engine. 10. Intermcdiaie frames 

4. Drawing beforiM-oinbing. 11. Roving frame. 

r>. .Sliver lap machine. 111. Jaek-frarait 

fi. Ribbon l£fp macl^ine. 13, Male. 

7. Comber. 

It will 1)0 noticed in the al) 0 vc lists that a more delicate 
treatment is afforded to the better-class cottons, whilst at 
the same time the o})eration is lengthened in order to obtain 
a gijjiiter regidarity of yarn. AVhen wo come to the highest 
numbers anew process is introduced called combing, closely 
following a jireliminary course of dinwing. It will bo .seen 
tjjerofore that, tliroughout, the operation of drawing always 
follows that of the card. 

The above lists show that combing is a process which is 
only introduced into the spinning of higli numbers or counts 
of very good (juality. As its name implies, it is primarily 
a combing operation—that is, every fibre of cotton is practi¬ 
cally isolated and straightened out, in which condition it i§ 
maintained afterwards by the contiguity of the surrounding 
fibres. * The mechanical method of performing this action 
introduces of necessity several of the most important effects 
that make combed yarns possible, and gi^jes to them the 
qualities that make them so valuable for the special purposes 
they ser^'c. 

In the notice with which the chapter on carding W'as 
prefaced,^ attention was called to the coiidiiion of the cotton, 
which rendered that pi'ocess an indispensable one in the 
manufacture of yarns, and those remarks are doubly appli¬ 
cable to the subject we were now considering; but, in 
addition, there are scvei’al important properties that combed 
yarns must possess, which are practically unattainable by 
J Sec Vol. I. 


VOL II 
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the use of th^ card alone. These properties may he sum¬ 
marised as followsFirst, the,fibres composing the yarn 
mustrbe uniform in length From the description of the 
card, we are j)reparcd to acknowledge that this result is im¬ 
possible of attainment with the most j^erfect (?ard of the 
})rescnt day,'although it ap})roa(;lics much nearer to such a 
state than machines of a former period. An examination 
of a sliver will show beyond doubt that large quantities of 
irregularly stapled cotton exist, and it is to eliminate the 
shorter fibres that we have rccoursi 
each fibre must be combed out as 
must be maintained in this position. We saw that this 
combing action was performed very effectually by the card, 
blit in that machine the perfect fre(‘dom of the fibres gave 
them full liberty to return to their naturally curly state 
because of the elasticity they possess. In edmbing, the 
large numbers of adjacent fibres mutually prevent this, and 
consequently we get the fibres laid side by side in a A ory 
level condition. Thirdly, we must have the fibres incor¬ 
porated together in some kind of order. They must overlap 
each other in such a way as to exclude any possibility of 
chance in their arrangement, and so that thorough reliance 
can be placed upon the strength that such an arrangement 
gives. In the card it was seen that the fibres were massed 
together in a haphazard fashion, without order or regularity 
BO far as local conditions were concerned, and we can easily 
see that the binrling of the fibreg into a strand of sliver 
depended on no fixed method in their distribution, and to 
that extent there is a palpable weakness. I» the comber 
Ave have a machine that renders these objects easy of 
accomplishment, but the combination of mechanism that is 
employed in attaining this successful result has given us a 
'•machine that may be considered one of the most complicated 


i to combin^^ Secondly, 
straight as possible, and 
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and ingenious of the many that arc used in the* cotton* 
spinning mdustry, 

liofore combing can be resorted to, the sliver from the 
card must l)e thoroughly prepared for what is necessarily 
a very dtdicatft operation. In the first place, the arrange¬ 
ment of the fibres in the card slTver is (as »lready pointed 
out) of such a nature that the needles of the comber would 
be considerably damaged if an attempt Avere made to comb 
them in this state; and, secondly, the great irregularity of 
tl^e sliver would be reproduced in the comber, and at the 
same time cause very uneipial work to bo thrown on the 
\arious organs of that machine, Avith a corresponding waste 
^ of good fibres. These difficulties are avoided by first passing 
the card slivers through a draw-frame, Avith the result that 
the fibres ar-e partially parallelised and made more regular 
length for length. 

In doing this, another consideration must be taken into 
account. When the cotton is passed through the comber, 
it is combed out by a series of very fine steel needles, each 
roAv having a width of from 7 to 11 in. This introduces 
the necessity of forming the slivers into a lap, so that a 
number of them lie side by side, making up the required 
Avidth. The slivers are therefore taken from the draw-frame, 
and passed through a machine called a sliver-lap machine. 
This lap is very compactly made on a wooden core, and is 
about 9 to 12 in. in diameter. The cans are placed behind 
the machine, in number from 14 to JO, according to the 
size of lap desired, and the slivers guided through tAvo or 
three pairs of small rollers having a slight draft. From 
these it passes forward between one or two pairs of calender 
rollers, whose object is to consolidate the lap and form a 
kind of fleece of the combined sliver. On emerging from 
these rollers it is Avound on the Avooden core, whose revolu- 
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tion is obtaincd^by the friction produced l)y its resting upon 
largo revolving bowls. The selve^lge is kept perfectly free 
from damage by circular end^dates, which revolve with the 
lap, and in this way friction of the lap ends with the framing 
of the machine is avoided. A stop motion ‘is an*’absolute 
necessity in a Machine of^his description, and in all makes 
of it the slivers are first passed over spoons or some other 
system of stopping the machine, so that directly an end 
breaks or a can runs empty it instantly sto})S. 

The small draft alluded to above varies slightly, but 
it ought ncv(5r to exceed two. 

The power required for driving is usually put down as 
I i.li.p., and its production under ordinary conditions is^ 
450 to t500 lbs. })cr day. 

The speed of the driving i)ulley on the machine varies 
greatly in diiferent makers’ machines, but this* depends 
very much on the arrangement of the gearing. One large 
firm, who have a speciality in this machine, advocates 200 
revolutions, whilst another'gives a speed of 120 revolutions 
per minute. 

The remark ought to be made here that the principle of 
the machine just described is also the same for the Derby 
doubler, with which it is often confounded. 

r 

The Derby doubler varies from the lap machine 
principally in the method of feeding the slivers. A long 
V table is used, the point being farthest away from the 
machine, and the pans are arranged on each side. This 
allows a much larger number of slivers to be used (22 to 
60), and also gives a greater width of lap (10 in. to 37 in.). 
It was formerly extensively employed in making the laps 
for double carding, and is now chiefly used for the card in 
spinning waste and low numbers. The sliver-lap machine has, 
at; present, almost entirely taken its place for other purposes. 



TI 


COMBING 


53 


In a large number of cases tk lap is now taken to the 
comber, Imt before considering its treatment there, it will 
1)6 interesting to notice another system which is b(;coming 
more generally adopted in the preparing of fine yarns. 

The fk3ecc taken from the sliver-lap machine, when held 
up to the light, is seen to consisf of thick and thin places 
running in the direction of the huigth. This, of course, is 
caused thi'ough the slivers not being incorporated with 
each other, simply lying side liy side, the outer fibres of 
each attaching themselves to those of the one next to it. 
'rfiis conditton is unavoidable in the })revious machine, and 
as it is not a desirable state of things, a remedy is sought 
in the following manner:—The slivers are taken direct 
from the card, and passed through the sliver-lap machine. 
The lap thus formed is taken to a ribbon-lap machine 
and draw-frame combined. The laps put up vary in 
number, but ai’c generally six. The fleece from each is 
passed through four lines of rollers arranged on a similar 
})lan to those of the draw-frame. Here they are sub¬ 
mitted to a draft—in this case six—and they emerge 
attenuated to this extent. They are now carefully 
guided along specially curved plates, which bring them 
down on to a smooth table, upon which they are drawn 
lengthwise of the machine to its end. Each fleece in 
pas.sing forward is brought under the other fleeces, as they 
are guided in a similar way, and by the time they reach 
the end of the machine they are all superimposed, aild a 
combmed lap is the result, with the irregularities reduced 
to an extent that shows little, if any, variation of light and 
shade when held up to the light. The combined lap is 
now passed through a series of calender rollers, which 
effectually consolidates them, and neutralises any tendency 
to licking. 
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A good idea,of this mHchinc, as made by Dobson and 
'Barlow, can be obtained l)y an examination of the four 
illustrations, Figs. 28a, 28li, and 28J). It will 1)C noted that 
Figs. 28a and give the full gearing plan of the machine, 
the driving end when standing in front of t!hc mhchine is 
shown in Fig. ’28b, whilst the lap end is given in Fig. 28a. 
Elevations of the mjiohine are represented in Figs. 28(1 and 
28d. Absolute smoothness of the curved plates and table is 
necessary, and frequently these are nickel-plated and highly 
])olished. The drawings are sufficiently clear and detailed 
as to I'ender a further description unnecessary. 

Draw and La? Ma(uiink. 

(Reference to Ilhistraiion). 

A Draft wheel. 

B Driving imlley. 

C Front roller driving wheel, 0,^) to 78 teeth. 

D Front roller wlieel, (if* to 78 teeth. 

E Front roller wheel driving F. 

F Cliascd boss carrier. 

(} Hack roller wheel. ' 

H Hack roller wheel driving second roller through 70« carrier. 

,1 Second roller wheel. 

K Back roller wheel driving third roller through carrier. „ 

L Third roller wheel. 

M 8" dia. calender roller driving whetfl. 

N 3" dia. calender shaft wheel. 

0 La]) end driving bevel. 

P Cross shaft bevel. 

Q 6" calender roller driving wheel. 

R 6" calender roller wheels. 

S Lap drum driving wheels. 

T Hack lap drum wheel. 

U itack lap drum wilt'd driving front drum wheel. 

V Front lap drum wlicel. 

W Change wheel for draft between wood lap roller and back 
roller, 37 to 62 teeth. 

Another example of the ribbon lap machine as made 
by John Hetherington and Sons is presented in Fig. 28k ; 
it will be found a simple matter to work out the calcula* 
Bons frojn the gearing shown. 











































































































COTTON SPINNING 


CHAP. 


58 

Less waste is made in.the coml)er than would otherwise 
be the case, alid the combing process is rendered easier 
])y the uniform thickness ai\fl equally distributed arrange¬ 
ment of the fibres in the lap which is fed to it. 

One hors^-power is I’equired to drive i\H\ machine, and 
its production,is equal ti about 450 to 500 lbs. per day, 
this varying with the class of cotton used. Its driving 
jmlley speed is usually 2G0 revolutions per minute. * 

For the very best yarn it is sometimes considered 
advisable to comb tlie cotton twice over. AVhen this is 
done, the method generally adopted is as follo'^^s 

When a ribbon-lap machine is used, the cotton is passed 
through the following machines in their order 


]. Slivcrda}) niadiiiu'. 

2. ltil)bon-liii> luacliiiK'. 

3. ('oiiik-r. 


4. Slivci’diip iiiucliiiic. 
0. ltibb()n*la]> iiiachiiio. 
G. Cumber. 


If double combing is resorted to without the rib]ion 
lapper, the order of the machines is as follows 


1. Draw-frame. 

2. Sliver-liip machine. 

3. Comber. 


4. Draw-frame. 

5. Slivur-lap machiiie. 

C. Comber. * 


In double combing, a system is sometimes adopted as 
follows- 


1. Sliver-lap machiiio, I 3. Sliver-lap machine. 

2. Combei'. | 4 Comber. 

Description of the Comber.— We now come to deal 
with the combing^ machine itself. In the first plice, a 
brief description as to its methods of working will be 
advantageous, as it will then enable a better grasp to be 
obtained of the various operations, when describing its 
mechanical movements, which effect the result. 

The lap is Uiken from the ribbon-lap machine or' the 
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sliver-lap machine, and placed on corrugated wooden 
rollers behind the comber. The machine is divided up 
into several sections calletf heads, six or eight being the 
usual number. Each head takes a lap, and is complete 
within itseff, except that the driving arrangeftient of the 
comi>lete machine is placed at one ftid. The lap is passed 
through the feed rollers intermittently, a short length at a 
time, this length depending upon the sUplc of the cotton 
being treated. In passing through it comes between two 
plains called nippers, and here it is held whilst a revolving 
cylinder jiartially covered with rows of needle combs passes 
through it, its needles combing out all the short and nep})y 
fibres during the revolution. Directly this is done, a 
hiitcd portion of the cylinder comes under the combed 
cotton, and at the same time a movable roller is allowed 
to drop upon it, and as the revolution continues the combed 
cotton is carried away and overlap})ed by a backward 
motion of a fixed detaching roller upon the lap that has 
previously gone forward. Just as this is being done, 
another com!) is brought down, and lies in the path of the 
cotton* as it passes onwards. The finished sliver is con¬ 
ducted to calender rollers, which carry it forward, The 
various actions are repeated at a rapid rate, and a continu¬ 
ous fleece of combed cotton is delivered into coder cans at 
the end of the machine. 

In order that the above-mentioned actions may be better' 
understood and illustrated, a section through the principal 
features of a machine is shown in Fig. 29. Although tlic 
drawing represents a double form of comber, it will be 
seen, as the description is givon, that it difters very slightly 
from the single machine, the difference being in the cylinder, 
which contains only one set of combs and one flutted 
poi’tion. (Compare Fig. 31.) 




The feed rollers F F carry it forward intermittently, the 
exact amount of the feed being regulated according to the 
staple of the cotton. The length fed goes forward between 
{he nipper U and a cushion plate (i. When sufficient has 
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passed through the cushion plate, II descends and presses 
against the cushion (I, thus^holding the cotton very lirndy. 
At the same time the needles B.of the revolving cylinder 
come round into contact with the portion of tlie lap pro¬ 
jecting frcmi tlfc nipper, and, in })assing through it, 
thoroughly free it from its short filti'es and impurities left 
in by the previous })rocesses. Immediately the combs have 
finished Iheir work, the rollers DI) are actuated so as to 
turn back a short portion of the cotton that they took 
forward at the preceding oiieration, and just as this is done 
the futed portion C of the revolving cylinder has moved 
so that the leather detaching roller E can be brought into 
contact with it. This leather-covered roller, driven through 
friction by the fluted debiching roller 1), with which it is 
pressed into contact by springs or weights, directly it 
touches the fluted segment C, takes the combed cotton 
forward. Simultaneously with this motion, the top comb 
comes down right in the path of the cotton, and so the fleece, 
in passing through it, i&*cleared of any short fibres that may 
have been held by the nipper. It will be seen that this 
action Completely separates the combed portion of the 
cotton from the rest, and consc(|uently a piecing must be 
effected. This is done by causing the fluted detaching 
roller I) to return a portion of the coml)cd cotton it has 
taken forward, and, whilst the cotton is being drawn 
through the top comb, the roller E overlaps a portion of 
its delivered cotton u[)on that part that l^as been returned 
by roller D, and in this way a piecing is brought about. 

The forward and backward motions are obtained in the 
following mannerA pinion P rides loose upon the end 
portion of the detaching roller 1). The motion that P 
receives is transmitted to D through a clutch wheel, which 
is actuated by means of a cam. Gearing into P-is the 
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quadrant shown in dotted lines, one end of which carries a 
howl X, which receives its motjou from the quadrant cam. 
This cam is formed so that'it will cause the detaching roller 
D to turn backwards a given length and immediately turn 
forward a greater distance, a portion of which* is used for 
piecing purposes. * 

When this is done, the rollers D and E are at rest 
whilst the combing process is going on, and so the 
quadrant cam has a portion of its revolution idle so far 
as the quadrant is concerned, the clutch wheel at thc|amc 
time being out of gear. When the combing process is 
finished, the clutch is put into gear, and the cam, acting 
on the (juadrant, repeats the operations of backward and 
forward motions. The leather detaching roller E is put 
into and taken out of contact with the fluted segment C 
by means of the lever S centred at T. Thi§ is actuated 
through the lever K by the roller cam. 

The toj) comb is centred at 0, and its setting is effected 
through the set screw at V. 

The nipper H, centred at I, receives its motion through 
the lever L, and the rod K from the nipper cam, its 
movement being regulated by the cam on the one hand 
and by the setting screw Y on the other. The centre I is 
carried by a kind of cradle, upon which the cushion plate 
G is fixed. The cradle, being centred at W, allows the 
cushion plate to yield a little, and so be depressed quite 
close to the cylinder, when the nipper H presses a^jainst it. 
This enables the needles to effect a better combing, since 
the cotton is brought as near to them as possible. 

The foregoing is only a brief description of the comber’s 
action. An examination of its details and full explana¬ 
tions of its operations will follow. 

When considering in detail the various movements of 
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the comber and their results, the broad fact must be kept 
in mind that the machine depends entirely upon an inter¬ 
mittent action of the several ^rts, and each o[)eration is 
so dependent upon the other that the slightest variation 
from the CorreA time of acting destroys the ellicacy of the 
machine, or neutralises to a consiiftrable extent the objects 
for which it is used. These several operations may be 
summarised as follows:—The feed motion, in which the 
lap is fed to the cylinder to be combed; this is of necessity 
in^rmittent^ the length that is fed is also dependent upon 
the staple being used. The nipper motion, for holding the 
cotton during the process of combing; it is intermittent 
jn its action, and is arranged to allow the cotton to go 
forward after it has boon acted upon by the cylinder. The 
actual combing operation follows next, by means of the 
rows of needles on the cylinder passing through the 
lap, after which the combed portion is taken on by the 
detaching roller. The backward and forward motion of 
the detaching roller; and, finally, the delivery of the 
finished material by calender rollers to the draw box and 
coder. In addition to the above, there are several move- 
ments taking place either intermittently or continuously 
during the cycle of operations enumerated, but their 
dependence is so close on those given that it is not 
advisable to speak of them as distinct actions. Attention 
will first be given to the feed motion, and whilst the 
descri[)tions will be illustrated as full;^ as possible as the 
various details are dealt with, it is recommended that 
reference should bo made to as many of the drawings as 
possible, in order to gain a clear idea of their relative 
positions and importance. 

A drawing is given in Fig. 30 showing the method 
generally adopted for obtaining the intermittent action of 
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the feed rollers. A is the cylinder shaft, driven from the 
drivin^^ shaft t)y gcariri^^ tlirougli tJie large wheel }> (see 
Fig. 29). On this wheel a* disc plate C is fastened con¬ 
taining a pin 1). A little distance from the axis of the 
cylinder is a stud carrying a star wheel K; into* the teeth 
of which the^hii 1) gear^ during a portion of a revolution 



of the cylinder. The stud also carries a wheel F, whose 
}>itch line is showy, and which works into a wheeHl on 
the feed roller 11. This arrangement contains all the 
requisites for the desired action, and the following descrip¬ 
tion may be given as to its precise working. The cylinder 
is built up alternately of needles and a Anted surface—the 
needles for combing and the fluted surface for carrying 
tlm, combed cotton away. Clearly the feed cotton must be 
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.delivered to the cylinder just before the fluted segment 
comes forward; this permits the deliveretf cotton to be 
drawn forward when the Ifeath'^r detaching roller comes on 
the fluted segment. This introduces the necessity of some 
setting arrangepient that will enable this de^cate adjust¬ 
ment to be made; and so we finc^ as in th^ sketch (Fig. 
30), that the pin 1) is attiiched to a movable disc C, which 
in its turn is connected to the wheel B by the screw J. 
In this way the engagement of the pin I) with the star 
wheel E can be very carefully and exactly made so as to 
falWn with the correct portion of the cylinders revolution, 
The star wheel itself is made with five teeth, as shown. 
The pin 1) can only act on it during part of a revolution 
The remainder of the time it is stopped and made 
immovable through the concave formation of its outer 
circumference being in contact with a circular portion of 
the boss on C. The connection of E with the feed roller 
by gearing is a necessity, because the machine must be 
capable of working various stiiples of cotton, and con- 
senuently there must be some facility for obtaining a 
variation of the length delivered by the feed roller H. 
This is readily obtained by the interchangeability of the 
wheel F with larger or smaller ones just as they are 
required. In this way the revolution of H can be regulated 
as to the amount it delivers to the cylinder. 

The above arrangement is the one generally adopted 
for a single nip comber, but when a “duplex” or double 
action#comber is made, it is clear the* feed roller must 
deliver the required length of cotton twice during one 
revolution of the cylinder, because in such a case the 
cylinder has a double set of combs and two fluted segments, 
and for each set the feed rollers must deliver material. 
The necessary effect is obtained by using two of the pins 
VOL. II, F" 
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1) in the di&c C, one being placed diametrically opposite 
the other. Ii/ this way the star wheel is acted upon twice 
during a single revolution oi the •cylinder. 

It will be understood that the intermittent action of 
the feed rolkVs must result in the same mol^ion })eing given 
to the fluted ^wooden rollers upon which the lap rests when 
placed behind the machine. The requisite motion for 
doing this is transmitted by means of suitable gearing, 
which will ])e illustrated at a subsequent part of the 
description. 

The next feature to demand attention is'that part^ of 
the comber known as the “nipper.’’ We have already 
seen that this is a combiimtion of levers which are brought 
into play for the purpose of holding the cotton firmljq 
without injuring it, whilst the cylinder combs out the 
portion of the lap that protrudes. In explanation of this 
action a drawing is given in Fig. 31, to which reference 
will be made in the following description. The principal 
features shown are similar to those in Fig. 29, but in the 
present case a single combing cylinder is exhibited; to 
this the remarks will ai)ply. A is the cylinder,, whose 
fluted portion C has just made the piecing and carried 
forward the combed portion of the sliver. Directly this 
has happened, the feed rollers F F must deliver a sufficient 
length of the lap for the next combing operation, and at 
the same time the cushion jdate G and the nipper knife H 
must open to allow this length to go forward. Immediately 
this is done, the^ nipper and cushion plate are brought 
together, and hold the cotton as the teeth of the cylinder 
pass through it. The details of this action will now be 
explained. 

The method adopted for obtaining the opening and 
closing effect of the nipper is generally by means of a cam. 
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as shown at R; this cam is grooved in such*a manner that, 
acting through a scries 0 ^ levers, it produces the necessary 
movements of the nipper. A^haft M goes the full,length 
of the machine, and on it are j)]aced a series of levers L, 
one being used*for each head. These levers have connected 
to them short connecting rods Iv, the upper ^)art of which 
is connected by the pin J to one end of tlie nip})er arm, 
whose fulcrum is at I. On the shaft M a lover N is fixed, 
which carries a bowl 1’, working in the groove on the face 
of J;he ni})})er cam. When the 1>owl receives movement 
from the cam it gives a rocking motion to the shaft M, and 
this is transmitted by the levers L and connecting rods K 
to each nipper in the machine simultaneously: the cam is 
formed so that whilst revolving it keeps the nippers opened 
a sufficient length of time to allow the fed cotton to go 
forward. This action is shown taking place in the sketch, 
hut as the cam continues its revolution, V will be moved 
a farther distance from the centre to until the point Q is 
under the shaft, wlicn this occurs, it will he seen, the 
ni})per is closed, and in this position it will remain as long 
as theffiowl is working in the concentric part of the groove 
of the cam QRQ. 

In connection with this intermittent action of the nipper, 
one or two considerations have compelled an arrangement 
of the levers to be made which is not so simple as the 
description just given would imply; therefore it will be 
well for the reader to closely follow the^description. The 
cam, as already described, causes the nipper arm to turn 
round I as the fulcrum, but this is oidy a part of its action: 
for directly the nipper H touches the cushion plate G (the 
cotton, of course, between them) the plate is forced down¬ 
wards. Now it will be noticed that G is carried by a frame 
or cradle which also carries the fulcrum I; this frame is 



commences to move in a smaller arc of a circle, having W 
as its centre. This movement, it will be seen, brings G 
very close to the surface of the cylinder, and consequently 
enables the cotton to be combed very close to the nip. 
AVhen the combing is finished the nipper begins to return 
tq its original position; but it must clearly be seen and 
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understood that the cotton is not free from^ H and G until 
G occupies such a position that wlicn the cotton is at 
liberty to be taken forward it is compelled to pass through 
the teeth of the top comb. This position is a very delicate 
one to adjust? and is regulated by means of the setting 
screw Y, which bears against jf ])ortion d the framing 
(shown ])y shaded lines in the drawing). 

If some arrangement of this kind was not made, the 
cotton, after being combed, would lie in the teeth of the 
cylinder or on the surface of the fluted segment. In this 
position it would'be impossible to pass it through the top 
comb, and as a consequence the combing operation would 
give only a portion of the good results that are now 
obtained from it. By allowing the cushion plate, whilst 
still holding the cotton, to be raised away from the 
cylinder, we raise the combed fibi'es into a position where 
they are obliged to pass through the top comb as they arc 
taken forward by the roller K. 

It was formerly tfie custom to place the nipper cam at 
one end of the machine, but the absolute exactness that 
was itjquircd by the simultaneous movement of each nipper 
was found to be slightly interfered with by the torsion 
that was produced in the shaft M. Strengthening the 
shaft was the first remedy tried, but ultimately the best 
an'angement was adopted of placing the cam in the middle 
of the comber, in which position it will be found in all the 
latest and best machines. 

Afe have already spoken of the great degree of accuracy 
that must be maintained between each action. Every 
means is adopted to obtain this precision. It will readily 
1)C understood that the closing of the nippers and their 
opening at the right moment is a very important matter, 
so we find that adjusting arrangements are provided to 
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obtain the necessary regulation, as shown at T' U and at the 
, lower pai’t of K, whei’e it is coiinectgd by a swivel joint to 
the lever L. Fi'oni these peynts the exact movement of H 
can be j’egulated. N in reality is a lever w^orking loose on 
the shaft M, but is so arranged that ])y piessing against 
the screws IJ it moves tlfe lever T, which is keyed on the 
shaft. This enables an adjustment to be made of a very 
delicate character when the cam is being set. 

An enlarged vieAv of two kinds of nippers is shown by 
Figs. 32 and 33. In Fig. 32, as made by Dobson and 
Barlow, the cushion plate G is made with a dull, thin ed^e, 
and this is pressed against a strip of leather inserted in the 
nipjier H. A lirm hold of the full width of the lap is 
obtained by this means, and whenever the leather recpiires 
renewing it is a simple matter to turn it round or replace 
it. The other illustration (Fig. 33) shows a well-known 
method of getting the same results, but it is not of so simple 
a character as the previous one, and the replacing of the 
leather is more difficult, and requires greater care. 

The movement of the top comb is obtained in the 
following mannerOn cylinder shaft is fixed a cam X, 
shown ill dotted lines, which, dunng a revolution, actuates 
a lever Z wdiich rests upon it. This lever is fastened to the 
shaft 0, to which is also fastened the top comb, so that the 
cam X, through the lever and the shaft, raises and lowers 
the comb as required. The comb’s adjustment is obtained 
by means of the setting screw V, which rests upon a fixed 
portion of the machine. Several other adjustment^ can 
usually be made—for instance, the position of the top comb 
can be altered by the set screws at “ a,” a radial slot being 
provided to allow of this, and also the cushion plate G can 
receive a slight regulating through the set screw shown in 
the sketch. As a rule, small projections arc fastened on 
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the cushion plate in order to direct tlie iap on to the 
cylinder, ns well as to present bad selvedges foming. 

The next motion that reifuircs consideration i^ that 
known as the “roller motion,” or, more correctly speaking, 
the detaching roller motion. A general idea of its action 
has already been given, ])ut a reiteration of its^nain features 
will enable its functions to be better apprehended in the 
following explanation. After the combs of the cylinder 
have })asscd through it, the cotton is raised up out of contact 
the tce].h l)y the action of the cushion })latc. Directly 
this happens, the combed jiortion must be pieced .up to the 
cotton that was acted upon during the previous combing 
action, and which has been carried foi'ward by the rollers 
1). To do this a part of the finished sliver must be returned 
so that the new portion will overlap it, after which the 
combined length will pass on to the coder. To obtain this 
backward motion, and then a forward motion, to immedi¬ 
ately follow it, has been the occasion for the display of 
much ingenuity. Two of the jirincipal means einjjloyed 
for effecting it will be given at this stage. The fii’st is 
called*the (piadrant motion, and is illustrated in Fig. 34. 
Reference will also be made to Fig. 29, which represents 
this motion in another position, and is suitably depicted to 
serve as an illustration to this part of the subject. 

On the shaft F is fixed a cam called the “quadrant cam.” 
Working in the groove on the face of this cam is a bowl X, 
carried by one end of a specially formed,lever, whose centre 
is at B, and whose other end is formed as part of a wheel 
with teeth. From this feature it receives its name of 
([uadrant. This toothed portion gears into a small wheel 
P, which rides loose upon the detaching roller D, but 
which, when occasion demands it, can be put into gear with 
a clutch wheel fastened on the detaching roller, and in this 
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wjiy it ^rivcs notion to ]). In tlie drawing (Fig. 34) the 
position of tlic cam is such that the wheel V is on the point 
of heipg reversed, or, in oth^r words, receiving its backward 
motion. Thq amount turned back varies of course according 



to the staple of tl/e cotton being worked, but from^ in. 
to I in. is usual. When the bowl X has approached the 
centre as near as the groove will allow, it immediately 
begins to move outwards again, and it will be noticed that 
this outward movement will result in the roller I) taking 
the cotton forward, and as the groove of the cam extends 
further from the centre of the shaft than the noint where 
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the hackwiird motion })Cgins, wc can rcadijy see that a 
longer length will be de^vered forward than the amount 
returned. The ditterericc between the two lengths \yill, of 
course, give us the toUd length of finished slivoj the machine 
delivers per “mp,” as it is termed. 

A clearer understanding of this comjilicatell action may 
be obtained by referring to Figs. 35 and 36. Here we have 
the cam detached from the I’est of the machine, and a plan 
of the mechanism is also given, so that the two actions can 
bej^asily followed. 

The black spots in the centre of the groove represent 
the position the centre of the bowl occupies as the cam 
revolves. 

^Yhen the bowl is on the line A the backward motion is 
on the point of beginning, as we saw in Fig. 34. At the 
same time the wheel V (Fig. 36) must be put into gear 
with the clutch F, which is keyed on the detaching roller 
1), otherwise the roller will remain stationary. So at point 
I> (Fig. 35) the clutch 11 must be set so that the clutch 
wheel P is put into gear. As the cam revolves, the line C 
will represent the lowest position the bowl X can attain, 
and thus the backward motion is finished, and is immedi¬ 
ately followed by the forward motion. Usually, however, 
a very slight interval is allowed between the finish of the 
backward motion and the beginning of the forward part, so 
as to allow the leather detaching roller to be brought down 
on to the fluted portion of the cylinder^which has by this 
time been brought round, and occupies the position suitable 
for it. This interval is shown from C to I). Afterwards, 
onwards to F, the forward motion continues. When this 
point is reached, as is shown in Fig. 29, the bowl is working 
on a concentric part of the cam groove, and of course no 
further motion of the detaching roller can tiike place, and 
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ill addition clutch is brought out of gear at the same 
time. It takes a slight interval do this, and the drawing 
represents it fi'om (1 to II. ••lust bcfoi'c the forward motion 
is coni})leted, it is necessai’y to move the leather detaching 
roller E (Fig. 34) from the llutes of the c/linder, so as to 
lie clear of tlfc teeth as ^-hey come forward. The point M 
represents that part of the cam occujiied by the bowl when 



this is done. From H round to A again the cam is inopera¬ 
tive so far as moving the roller D is concerned, because the 
clutch is out of geitr, and the movement of the ejuadmut is 
simply one of jireparation for the next backward motion. 
The above descrijition can be summarised, so far as regards 
the action of various parts of the cam, by the following 
table 
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RliFKIlENCKS TO Vui. :}C> 

A Beginiiijig of the backward motion. 

B Beginning of the clntcli goii'ig into gear. 

C Finisli of the ]»ackwar(l motion, ^iind hegiiming of tlie forward 
motion. • 

L) The leatlier detaching roller touches the lliited .sc^Miient of the 
cylindi'r. t 

E The leather detaching roller leavc.s tin* limited segment of the cylinder. 
E Finish of the forwanl motion. * 

(} Beginning ol the clutch coming out of gear. 

H Finish of the cliih'h coining out of gear. 


The above cycle of actions are practically tlie same 
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in a double form of comber, the only difference being 
that the cam revolves twice during one revolution of 
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the cylinder, and also that the cui’vcs and intervals are 
slifijlitly dillcrent, owing to the flut('S and conihs not 
being proportioned on qpitc the same lines as in the 
single foiin. 

Another*methocl of actuating the dctaoiiing roller is by 
means of th« notch whiel aiTangement. This is the most 
general system of accomjdisliing the a])Ove purpose, and a 
drawing is given in Fig. 37 of its essential features, so that 
its action can be clearly understood. A is the cam shaft, 
on which is fastened the face cam B; working in the cam 
groove of B is a bowl C, carried l)y one d^id of a %ycy 
centred at 1), and which is shown in the drawing in dotted 
section-lines; the othm* end of the lever carries a catch E, 
a projection on whose end fits in the notches cut on the 
periphery of a circular plate F, which also has I) as its 
centre. It will ])e noticed that the })rojection on the catch 
E is square, and that the notches are also of the same 
shape, so that whichever way the catch moves the plate 
must follow. The catch is kept in* position by the spring 
(1. An examination of the drawing will show that the 
movement of the cam B will cause a backward and»forward 
motion to be given to the bowl (\ exactly in the same 
manner as explained in the previous method. The position 
occupied by the bowl in the sketch shows it to be on the 
j)()int of commencing the backward movement. This effect 
is transmitted by the catch E to the notched jdate F. On 
the same centre 1) as the plate is an internal wheel H, into 
which gears a small pinion .1 fastened on the dl!taching 
roller, so that any motion given to the notched plate will 
be given in a less degree to the detaching roller, according 
to the relative number of teeth in each wheel. Now, since 
the detjiching roller is statioimry except dining the back¬ 
ward and forward motions, some means must be provided 
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of t-lic cHtch out of gear wth t.he notch^wlieel. This 
is provided for in the drawjiig by coiiiiceting to the catch a 
short lever carrying a bowl K, which rests upon the outer 



circumference of a cam plate L, fixed on the shaft A. So 
long as it is necessary for the catch E to engage wdth the 
notched wheel F, the form of the cam plate L is such as to 
have no eflfect on it, but wdien the forward motion is finished 
the catch must ])e taken out of gear, and so L is made with 
a curved projectioh M, which during its revolution comes 
under the bowl K and lifts the catch E out of the notch. The 
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observing. In the first place, the (jams are a little different 
at the points wliere the changes arc made. This is a 

detail which does not affect the actual work the cam has to 

» 

perform, but from a practical point of view it is advisable 
to avoid an extreme or sudden change in the Cam’s action, 
so that slightly more rounded corii»rs are the Ijest. In the 
next place, there is a different method of lifting the catch 
E out of gear with the notched plate E. In this case the 
cam jilate is dispensed with, and in its place a movable 
plate L is fastened to the back of the grooved cam B. Its 
position can be easily altered to suit the re(|uirement by 
means of the screws ]\I, this plate during the revolution of 
the cam B being brought under the bowl K (which in the 
drawing happens to occupy the same position as the centre 
D of the notched wheel), and raises it so that the catch E 
is lifted out of gear with F. The cam B itself can be 
adjusted to the necessary conditions of timing, etc., by its 
connection with the plate P and bolt Q. 

The cylinder N is siiown in its relative position to the 
other portions of the drawing. 

We ^now come to the consideration of the means 
employed to raise the leather detaching roller E out of 
and into contact with the fluted segment of the combing 
cylinder. It will be understood from previous descriptions 
that the leather-covered roller is always in contact with 
the bottcjm fluted detaching roller D, and is kept so by 
means of weights or springs. During the liackward motion 
its revolution is given to it purely by the friction of itself 
with D, but directly the forward motion commences, it 
falls into contact with the fluted segment of the cylinder, 
and this motion helps to cause E to rotate. Now, unless 
the surface speed of D is timed exactly like the surface 
speed of the cylinder, we can readily see that the roller E 
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between the two surfaces will suffer considerable damage 
to its hjather covering, as well as i)roducing inferior results. 
To ])rcvont this occurring,^ the iam grooves which actuate 
the ({fiadrant or the notch wheel are very carefully designed, 



the leather detaching roller. A cam B fixed on the cam shaft 
has working in it-? groove a bowl X, which is carriol by a 
lever L centred on the shaft N. The shape of the cam^groove 
is such as to cause X to approach and recede from the cam 
shaft centre, and through this motion the shaft N receives 
a rocking action. On the same shaft N is fixed a series of 
levers- R, which carry a stud P. This stud works in a slide 
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formed in one end of the lever S, which hits T ^us its fulcrum, 
and whoso other end provides the surface upon which the 
ends of the leather detaching n/fcler rest. AVe can now see, 
by following the movement of X as it is changed by the 
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Special form of the cam Jl, that its nmtion will affect, 
throngl^ the levers K and S, the position* of the roller E. 
In the position shown in the drawing (Fig. 39), E is 
working in contact with the cylinder, and so assisting in 
the forward motion, but the further revolution of B will 
lift it out of this position, and keep it so until the flutes of 
the cylinder again return to the necessary place for the 
vOl. JI , G 
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repoaicd aciia'i. Adjustnunits can l)o made for the ex¬ 
treme exactness that is retjuired, hy the setting arrangement 
on the lever L, and also hy 'the regulating of the stud V, 
Fig. 40 shows Dobson and Barlow’s improvement on 



their old method as d(‘picted in Fig. 39. The kivers have 
])cen rearranged and reduced in mimhcr, there aro there¬ 
fore less moving pai’ts, and an action free from vibration 
and of a more capal^le and delicate adjustment is obtained. 
Fig. 41 illustrates its application to the double form of 
comber, and this di’awing may be found useful in connection 
with the description on page 58. 
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A review may now be made of the i)revi)us descriptions 
of the various actions produced liy the mechanisms just^r 
described, as far as they ali affect that portion ^of the 
machine just above the cylinder. A series of drawings has 
lieen preparec? illustrating that region of the machine, and 
from them the following exjilanafions will b(? summarised. 

In Fig. 42 the feed rollers F have delivered a suitable 
length of staple, the nippers (I JI have closed up and hold it 
fast, and the cylinder teeth are upon the point of com¬ 
mencing to comb it. It will be noticed that the first rows 
of teeth are of a coarser pitch than the others that follow. 
The teeth themselves are also longer, stronger, and farther 
apart. Each row gradually becomes finer in this respect 
until the last row, which is composed of a large num])er of 
very fine needles close together. The object of this arrange¬ 
ment is to act progressively on the cotton. The coarser 
needles prejiarc it for the finer ones which follow, and so 
the fibres are treated in a way that ensures the minimum 
of damage with the maximum of cleaning. The top comb 
is out of the way, and the sliver previously taken through 
is sh(^vn to be in a position ready for the backward 
motion. 

Fig. 43 is practically the same drawing, but showing 
the conclusion of the combing action. It will be seen that 
th(- cotton already taken forward is (juite separated from 
that just combed, so it is necessary to piece it up, and this 
is performed by an overlapping process.^ 

In* Fig. 14 this jirocess is shown. The roller D has 
been turned in a backward direction, and presents a length 
of cotton ready foi- jiiccing. Thii roller E has been placed 
on the fluted segment, and naturally grips the end of the 
combed cotton, which, during its revolution, it carries 
forward and overlaps on the returned portion, so that an 



cotton forward it is drawn tlirough tlie needles of T and 
receives a good combing. Fig. 45 illustrates the finishing 
cycle of movements, and shows F to be on the point of 
being raised out of contact with the cylinder; the rollers 
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are delivering cotton for the approaching com])s, and 
directly this is done the nip])er will close. 

It may ]>e as well at this point to note that thc,ainount 
of cotton taken forward ])y the detaching roller is not equal 
to the amount comhed; only the longest fibres are takert 
forward, so that the remaining fibres, augSiented by the 
fresh fibres fed l>y the feed rollers, arc again coinlied, and 
probably the majority of fibres, before being absolutely free 
•to pass forward, are combed several times. 

^In regard to the cylinder itself, it is now generally made 
so that the greatest facility is afforded for taking it to 
pieces and replacing very quickly damaged portions. As a 
rule, it is built up in segments around the centre, and is 
composed almost entirely of turned work, in which form 
duplication becomes an easy matter. Each row of needles 
can be removed for repairs without interfering with the 
rest, so that the former arrangement, which caused great 
difficulty in this respect, is completely altered and im¬ 
proved. * 

It used to be the common practice to make combers to 
take tuily laps up to 7i in. wide, but at the iiresent time 
improvements have been made in the way of guides on the 
cushion plate, which jirevent bad selvedges through spread¬ 
ing, and enable a wider lap to be used without increasing 
the length of the machine. But machines are not now 
confined to narrow laps. Up to 10^ in. laps arc frequently 
made both for the single and double fojm of the comber. 
Six fo eight heads are the usual number forming one 
machine. 

So much improvement has taken place in the comber 
during the last few years that its production has been 
greatly increased, and the number of nips per minute, which 
used to be about GO, has gone up by degrees until now 
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many machine.Sfjit work giving good results are running 
*at 90 and even 100 nips per minute. 

The,comber takes to driY*e it al)out i.h.}). to ^ i.li.p. 
according to tjie following table 

i 

Ordiii.m’ . , . S ^ i.li.]). S IknkIs, 

“ l)u])lt‘\" . . i! ,, 7 ,, S . ; 

The pulley varies in size and speed according to the make 
of machine, one maker using a ]'2-h\. pulley at 2.‘)0 
revolutions, whilst another, witli a lO-in pulley, i‘uns,at 
1)25 revolutions. 

The following tables will be useful as conveying much 
valuable information on the comber, and presenting several 
points of interest to the student 
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The above productions arc based, as will be seen, on a 
speed of 80 nips per minute; but if, as is now the case, 
machines run up to 100 nips, the production, of course, 
will be correspondingly increased. 
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“Di’plkx” ok Double Combei* 
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Heavier productions than these can be olitained if more 
medium qualities are desired, but for the best work the 
above results n^present a good average. 

'riie necessity for great care and experience in the 
management of the comber will be apparent to all who 
lia^ve followed carefu41y the description of this complicated 
machine. The setting of the various actions demands 
extreme exactness and a knowledge of the material being 
worked, or else considerable waste and probable damage to 
some part of the machine will result from such negligence. 
Waste may be increased more than is desirable by several 
causes—for instance, if the nippers do not close at the 
right moment, that is, before the needles reach the cotton. 
This is generally spoken of as the nipper closing too late. 
Feeding too late produces excessive waste, and the angular 
position of the combs on the cylinder gives a similar result. 
The setting of the top comb in relation to the cylinder and 
nipper, unless carefully performed, yields more waste than 
is necessary, and consequently too close setting is to be 
avoided. The method of sotting and the gauges used for 
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the operationvary of course with diffei’cnt makes of 
machines, so that little pi]rjH)se Avould he served in giving 
tlie opemmli It will, he sufficient to intimate that 
the following points arc important items in the process:— 
The distance hetween the tlute of the detaching roller and 
tlie front edge of the iiVitcd segment of the cylindei’; the 
distance hetween the detaching roller and the cylinder; 
the distance hetween the edge of cushion plate and the 
tinted detaching roller; the })Osition of the cushion plate 
relative to the needles on the cylinder when the ni])per is 
closed; th(j distance a])art of the feed roller and the fluted 
detaching rolhiis. In addition to these, facilities are pro¬ 
vided to cnalfle each action to follow in its proper order. 
An index wheel is marked with numhers suitable for 
various settings, and hy turning these numhers to the fixed 
pointer, the capis, cylinders, etc., can he fixed" on their 
shafts, and adjusted correctly for any given set of con¬ 
ditions. In order to convey an idea of the numhers used, 
the following table is given, and represents the practice 
and arrangement of a well-known firm of machine- 
makers, wdiose work on this machine amounts almost to 


specialty 


i 

E(iYmAN. , Ameiucan. 

1 

1 

Feed rollers move at . . . 

utori* 

Detaching roller moves forward at. 

c*f.l ci „ 

Deta(jliing leather* rolh-r touches 

1 
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)> 71 n 

Top comb comes down at 

„ G 1 1 not lifting 4 

Kij)])or closes at .... 

' 83 „ !U lOi 81 

Clutedi wheel in gear at . 

1 0? „ U 03 „ Oi 


Those marked with an ^ in the Egyptian column are 
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considered very good times, whilst the one^s marked Avith 
an * in the column for American cotton arc settings for 
the l)est (juality. 

. Th(;re still remain a numhcr of details to ho jiointed out 
which have ai? imjiortant bearing upon the *work of the 
comber, but they can, however, oftly be briefly mentioned 
here. In the first place, absolute cleanliness of the machine 
is a condition that cannot be too emiihatically insisted upon. 
It must be clear to all that it is useless making an effort to 
obtain the very best fibres from any class of cotton, and 
arrtinged in a manner calculated to give the strongest 
result if, through carelessness or ignorance, some of the 
impurities taken out arc allowed to be returned, or even 
when the effective capability of the machine is somewhat 
neutralised by the same cause. It is a comparatively easy 
matter to allow the comber to do its work indifferentl}", 
but the greatest care must be exercised if the very best 
results arc desired from it. The continued or intermittent 
movements of the A^arious parts set up vibrations and 
currents of air, having a strong tendency to dissipate the 
dclicati fibres or the loose cotton taken out of them as 
waste. This must be prevented, and we find that arrange¬ 
ments are made w^h this object in view, so that the 
collection of the waste and the cleansing of the rollers is 
})erformed in some systematic manner. 

On referring to Fig. 29, where a section of the comber 
is illustrated, it will be noticed that a circular brugh is 
show 11 ^ the bristles of which are pressed against the needles 
of the cylinder to the depth of J in. to J in. Its revolution 
in the direction indicated freely clears the teeth of the 
fibres combed out of the cotton, and docs it in a way that 
reduces to a minimuiiT the possibility of fluff flying about. 
Its speed is greater than that of the cylinder, but the mere 
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fact of its movement at the })oint of contact being the same, 
and also because the angular position of the needles is 
favourable, a thorough clerring is ensured. It must 1)6 
underUood that the cylinder can only be kept clean if the» 
various rowS of needles are ])erfectly joiuied up to each 
other. Wli(«i even the^slightest space exists between the 
rows of combs, an opportunity is given for accumulations of 
waste as well as interference with the work of the needles. 
Much damage is done to cotton through bad workmanship 
in this respect, and what is technically known as “ flocking ” 
is a fre^pient occurrence. The brush itself, through’* its 
continual movement and rubbing against the cylinder, 
naturally wears to a smaller diameter, and consequently 
reapiires readjustment both for position and speed, or 
otherwise the needles are not cleaned. The cotton on the 
brush, in its turn, must be taken away, or ultimately the 
cylinder would pick it up again, so a spiked doflcr is used, 
whose teeth clear the waste from it. dhe dofler is stripped 
by means of a vibrating comb in a similar manner to the 
comb of the card, but, of course, running much more 
slowly. The waste comes off in a thin fleece or vi^eb, and 
falls into a suitable receptacle arranged to receive it. In 
some machines the web of waste fallsdrom the doffer upon 
a slowly revolving shaft, which winds it in the form of a 
lap, and in this way it is collected in a very neat and 
compact manner. 

What is termed an aspirator is sometimes applied in 
collecting the coAiber waste. It consists of a revolving 
perforated drum or cage set close to the circular bruslies 
in i)lace of the dofler and comb. The cage is fitted with 
dampers, and a fan draws air through the portions left un¬ 
covered and so sucks the fibres from the brushes. These 
fibred, on the surface of the revolving cage, are carried round 
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and are deposited on a travelling lattice which conducts them 
to a coiler at the end of the machine, where they are coiled 
into a can. At the same time alj the dust and loose fibres 
flying around the comber are sucked into the as})irator,*and 
the machine is kept much cleaner and the aif purer by 
the device; its co.st probably keeps ^ from a gciieral use. 

The feed rollers are kejit clean by means of a brush 
pressing against them, whilst the detaching rollers are 
sui)plied with movable clearers covered with flannel. In 
order to prevent the escape of waste, and as a protection 
also,* the cylinder, etc., is carefully covered in by tin 
casings. These arc shown in Fig. 29, at Q and U. They 
are made so as to be readily removed in case of necessity. * 

Nasmith’s Comber.— A general view of the section of 
this machine is given in Fig. 46. Some of its features are 
similar to the Heilinann comlier previously described, so 
a brief descriiition only is necessary in connection with 
this illustration. 

The lap from the ribbon lap machine is })laced on the 
two lap rollers and the sheet of cotton led downwards 
and underneath the roller B mounted on a plate 1). The 
sheet passes over the edge of this plate, where it is 
nipped by the nipper K, whilst it is combed by the teeth 
of the cylinder A. From this point it is taken forward 
by the detaching roller X after this latter roller has made 
the overlap or piecing. The rollers Y noAV continue the 
forward movement of the sheet, and after it has passed 
througl! the usual funnel it is taken *forward by the 
calender rollers “ m ” in the usual manner. 

The plan view Fig. 47 will now enable a few more 
essential facts to be noted. The driving shaft has a 23*^ 
wheel driving a 90” wheel on the shaft A or cylinder shaft. 
On this shaft is fixed the index disc, and on this disc is a 
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pin to wiiict* is connected a rod which extends backwards 
to a lever on the shaft K; the revolution of the index 
disc acts as a crank and gfves a rocking; motion to the shaft 
K. Th(} sector or (piadrant rides loosely on K, which thus 
acts as its centre. An eccentric on the cylinder shaft A 
gives a rocking motion to the shaft S. The cam on A 
opiirates the sector or quadrant through which the back¬ 
ward and forward motions are given to the detaching 
I'oller. Tlie rest of the drawing partakes very much of the 
features with which the reader is already familiar in the 
lleilmann comber. 

lly keeping these brief notes of the main features of the 
machine in mind, the following descriptions of the details 
will be easily followed. On reference to Fig. 48, a lever 
11 is centred on J; this lever carries a bracket to which 
a plate T) is fixed and a bearing for the roller B. The 
same bi'acket is also designed to be coupled up at N by a 
link or adjusting rod M to a lever Tj on the I’ocking shaft 
K; we can now see that the rocking shaft K will give a 
to-aiid-fro movement to the lever H and consequently to 
the j)late 1) ami its roller B. This plate 1) is the nipper 
j)late and its roller is the feed roller. On the end of the 
feed roller is a wheel (see small sketch in Fig. 46) and a 
lever “n” carrying a pawl the whole being carried 
forward by the lever H. The lever “n” during this 
moveimmt comes against an adjusUible stop “q” and is 
arrested; but lijver TI continues to go forwai'd, and as a 
consequence the pawl “ p ” jlfcts as a driver to Toller B, 
and causes it to revolve and so feed the sheet of cotton 
forward in the direction the ni})per jdatc 1) is moving. 
The stop “q’’ can be regulated to give the feed required. 
This brief description is sufficient to show us that the 
nipper plate is moved by a simple crank motion, no cam 
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l)oiiig ro([uii’c(], funl that the intermittent feed motion 
dispenses witli the usual Geneva stop or star wheel fee<l. 

It will also he noted that t}iere is always a sheet of cotton 
}>ctw^en tlie feed roller 11 and nipper plate i) and ex¬ 
tending to fne edge of the plate. The forward movement 
of the love*’ H 1 ‘esultsi in the [)rcviously combed length 
being detached, and a new length is delivered ready for 
combing; the backwai’d motion of the lever H brings this 
uc\vly-f(ul length of cotton into position for the needles 
of the cylinder to })ass through it; but previous to this 
happening, the top nipper has come down and grij)ped*thc * 
pi’ojecting cotton against the nipper plate, the grip being 
metal and metal, for no leather is used. It is interesting 
to note how the nippers are opened and closed. Tim to}) 
nipper E in Fig. 48 is carried by a lever centred at N and 
whose other end carries a bowl P. This end of the lever 
has a spring connected to a fixed part of the framing and 
its tendency is to close the nippers. As the forward 
movement of the lever II is finishhig the bowl P comes 
into contact with an inclined foot “ 1,” and so opens the 
nippers against the pull of the spring. On tliQ return 
movement the bowl leaves the inclined foot “I” and the 
spring at once closes the nippers, and the projecting cotton 
is gripped ready for the combing action. The inclined 
foot “ 1 ” is adjustable, so that the opening and closing of the 
nippers are easily regulated. The drawing Fig. 49 shows 
clearly the parts in their backward position, so that a 
comparison of tin? two drawings is advisable in foKowing 
the description. In reference to the top comb a separate 
sketch is given in Fig. 50 that will convey some idea of 
its action. It will be seen that the top comb F is carried 
by a bracket bolted to a, lever G that is centred on an 
'extension of the lever II. The movement of H will 







rOTTOM SPINNING 


CHAP. 



therefore car?;y the top comb to and fro. On the top 
com!) lever is a bowl or pin “ 14,” which, during the back¬ 
ward motion of the Icveif' II, comes into contact with a 
fixed inclined arm “ 15 ” so adjusted that the top comb is 
raised and clear of the cotton, but on the forward move¬ 
ment nearing completion the bowl passes off the incline 
and falls, the extent of the lowering of the comb being 
regulated by the adjusting screws “ x.” The exact position 
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of the comb is obtained by the slots “ b ” in the lever 6 
and the regulating screws “a.” 

A liricf reference may now be made to the detaching 
mechanism, for which purpose a glance at Fig. 51 may be 
made, The upper figure shows the cylinder needles 
combing the cotton, the nippers being closed and in their 
backward position. Before this combing action is com¬ 
pleted, and whilst the finer rows of needles are in action, 
the nipper plate commences to move forward, and as this 
movement is in the same direction as the moving needles 
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the coml)ing action l)Ccoracs gentle and the fihres freed 
from strain. In the right hand side figure the needles 
have passed and the ni}>pcr plalc has advanced ahouj half 
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way towards the detaching rollers, hut just previous to 
this position, and as the last row of needles pass the 
detaching rollers, the latter are given their backward 
motion through the sector or quadrant; this cotton that 
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has been rotiiPiicd is projected into tlie space between the 
needles and the plain segment of the cylinder, and this is 
the more easily ellectcd b/reason of the forward position, 
relative to^lhe cylinder, of the detaching roller’ X. The 
fleece is therefore bent under the bottom rJller, and a clear 
surface of '’cotton is ’presented for the newly combed 
portion to be pieced to it. As this is taking place, the 
uip[)ers have opened and the released combed cotton rises 
and })oints in the direction of the detaching rollers are 
indicated in the sketch. The top comb in the meantime 
begins to fall. The detaching rollers now commence to 
turn forward and the nipper advances, so the combed 
cotton is laid on the j)reviously returned portion and the 
#hole taken forward until the nipper completes its move¬ 
ment; the top detaching roller is moving away slowly 
during this period, whilst the nipper is advancing more 
quickly; the detaching rollers continue to turn a moment 
longer after the nipper has stop])ed, and this commences 
the separation or detacliing, an action that is completed 
when the nipper begins it^ return movement. It will be 
seen from this description that the nearness of 'the grip 
of the detaching rolleivs to the nippers is obtained by 
moving the top detaching roller towards the nippers and 
then away from them in the delivery; this method entirely 
dispenses with any contact with the cylinder, so no fluted 
portion is necessary in this latter organ. A plain circular 
portion is therefore substituted. Both Figs. 48 and 49 
show how the movement of the top detaching ioiler is 
effected. The rocking shaft S, through the lever T and 
connecting rod U, operates the front levers and so brings 
about the to-and-fro movement of X, the roller being kept 
in contact with the bottom roller C by a weight hung by 
chains to the lever Q at Z, The eccentric, on the cylinder 
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shaft A, and its connection to the rocking shaft S is shown 
in the sketch Fig. 52. Adjustments are fully provided 
for in the setting of the roller and its precise imminent 
of action. . _ 

A further illustration in Fig. 53 is given to show the 
method of rocking the nipper shaft K. It*" is a crank 
motion, hut, owing to the sliding block moving along the 
lever “ r ” as the index disc 8 revolves, a variable leverage 
results, giving a form of quick return motion. The small 
diagram in Fig. 54 will give some idea of the variable 



character of the movement pi’oduced l)y the crank action ; 
the commencement and ending of both the forward and 
return stroke are gentle, and all shock is avoided. It is 
characteristic of the whole machine that all the various 
operations arc free from sudden actions. It remains to 
point out that this machine, whilst capable of combing 
a wide range of staple (it will c([ual the Heilmann 
in combing the longest Sea Islands cotton with an ad¬ 
vantage of double its production under ordinary con¬ 
ditions), finds its greatest value in the combing of shorter 
stapled cottons, even cotton of I inch staple being easily 
manipulated. This arises chiefly from the fact that the 
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piecing operation cna])les a very long piecing to be made, 
much longer than the length of the staple is itself, and the 
result gives a uniform and rcgitlar sliver not disfigured by 
the frccpieiit uneven¬ 
ness seen in* the 
Heilmann comber. 

The waste extracted 
is well undei' control 
and can be ])rought 
d(jvni to a low per¬ 
centage on short 
stapled cotton. 

'riie setting of the 

various parts are readily carried out and the timing of 
the various operations clearly indicated, so that when the 
machine is once understood, it presents little difficulty to 
the practical man. 




Figs. 55, 56, and 57 illustrate the gauges and the chief 
dimensions requiring attention in setting. 

In Fig. 56 the gauge shown is inch and it is used to 
fix; the distance of the top comb from the bottom detaching 
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roller C, the sjmple purpose of course being to so set the 
comb that it is free from any contact with C. 

Fig. 57 rejuesents thef distance between parts that 
have an intluence on the cleanliness and n^gularity of fibres 
of the cotton or the amount of waste tkken out. The 
space l)etwcfon the bottom nipper plate and the surface of 
the bottom detaching roller is set by means of a stepped 
gauge marked with numbers S, 0, 10 up to 10, these 
numbers representing 32nds, so that we have spaces erpial 
to up to J5, or a variation of settings from I 

to ^ inch. It may be noted that it is extremely difficult 
to set this distance to the { inch gauge. At the same 
time a compensating setting that has some considerable 
intluence is the distance of the feed roller from the bottom 
detaching roller, and by moving the feed roller nearer to 
the front of the bottom nipiier less waste is fnade, and 
vice verm. Of course the greater the distance between 
the nipper 1) and the roller C the greater the percentage of 
waste. The usual settings are given as 

J inch for American. 

» Egyptian, 
ii to „ Sea Island. 

The gauge used (doctor gauge), that rests under tips of 
top comb and on the top of roller C, will usually leave a 
space between the gauge and the top of front detaching 
roller Y. The greater this distance the larger the percent¬ 
age of waste tak6n out, simply because the top coftib will 
enter the web to a greater length of its needles, and so 
take out more fibres. In some cases, of what may be 
termed semi*combed yarns made from heavy laps and 
medium cottons, the top comb is set so that the gauge 
also rests on the front detaching roller Y. 
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Weight of Laps.—Widtli of lap 10J ipches wide. 

For longest Sea Island cotton . . 12 to 18 dwts. per )^ard. 

,, other ,, ,, .• . 18 ,, 22 ,, ,, 

„ Egyptian Cotton . . 24 ,, 27 ,, 

,, American „ . . 2() ,, 82 ^ ,, ,, 

Speeds.— The speeds are variahle for different elasses 
of cotton, but in general they may be taken as follow 

For best Sea Island cotton . . 385 revs, perniin , 86 nips per min. 

,, other ,, ,, . . 850 ,, 00 „ 

,, Egyptian cotton . . 870 ,, ,, 05 ,, 

,, American ,, . . 390 ,, ,» 100 ,, 

Production.— This of course depends on several factors, 
such as speed, weight of la}), and amount of waste ex¬ 
tracted. If allowing 15 per cent waste when working a 
25 dwt. lap at 100 nips per min., the production of a 
six-head comber will be about 800 Ibs.^ in a week of 50 
hours. 

Power.— The Nasmith comber of C heads requires 
about I of a horse-po^er. 

An enlarged view of a portion of the Heilmann comber 
as made by Hetherington’s is shown in Fig. 58. Incidentally 
the drawing illustrates a sliver stop motion which can be 
applied if necessary. The funnel C is made separate from 
the sliver tin and carried by a lever centred on a knife 
edge fulcrum A; when an end breaks or no cotton passes 
forward, the other end of the lever at B interferes with a 
vibrating lever I), actuated by an eccentric on the cam 
shaft til rough the levers G and F, which ^releases the slide 
bar J, unlocks the stop rod K, and so stops the machine. 
Stop motions ought to be applied to all combers, their 
extra cost is quickly saved in the quality of work pro¬ 
duced. 

A further sketch, from the same make of comber, is 
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given in Fig. 59, M'liicli s]io\\\s a full can measuring or 
stop motion. The Itottom calender shaft actuates a lever 
'M’hicli through tlie pawls •turns the ratchet wln^el, this 
revolves the worm gearing into the worm Avheel, a pin on 
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the latter is Lrought into contact with the slide Ifcr and 
releases the stop rod, thus stopping the machine. Changing 
the ratchet enables a control of the l(mgth of sliver required 
to bo easily obtained. 

Whitin Comber.— This comber, made l)y Howard and 
BUllough, is an adaptation of the lleilniann comber. In 
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essentials it is tlie same machine, but a amplification of 
various parts enables a hi|^hcr si)ee(l to be run by the 
cylinder with a corresponding* reduction in vil)ration. ^ 
section of the machines is given in Fig. CO, and the various 



features can be followed out by a reference to the names of 
the pjft’ts accompanying the sketch. 

It will be noticed that the section could practically be 
taken as representing the Ileilmann comber, and the 
description of this latter machine is a])plicable. The 
improvement or rather the variations from the Ileilmann 
consist chiefly in eliminating the movement of the leather, 
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detaching rollei; this roller is kept in one position, so no 
cam is rccpiirod. As a consequence the cylinder speed can 
^be greatly increased, so thjft up to 130 nips per min. are 
readily obtained. The speed of the cam shaft is kept 
down by the simple method of making a double cam for 
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A Plain sc{?ment. 

Jj Brusl». 

C Cylinder. 

D Dotler. 

E Nipiier shaft. 

¥ Cam shaft. 

G Steel drawini^-off nr dotadiing roller, 
n Brass (leUchiiiK i^^lh'r 
I Leather detaching roller. 

,) Top feed rollei. 

K Bottom feed roller. 

L Nipper arm fnlciuin. 

M Top comb shaft. 

N Lap roller shaft. 


0 Topcomharra. 

P tTo]) comb, 
y Cmshion jilate. 

Jl Dotfer cover. 

S Nipper kiiKi'. 

T Waste chute. 

IJ Nip])er cam. 

V Horse-tail holder shaft. 
W Calemler roller shalf. 

X Nipper shaft lever. 

Y Half lap. 

Z Top feed roller saddh>. 
A] Ijap plate. 

Bj Waste packer. 


operating the nipper. The cycle of actions in combing the 
cotton can easily k understood on reference to Figs. 60 a, 






vancing prior 



no 


CATirON SPINNING 


CHAP. 


GOi’., aiul G0(!, \j'hich show the various or^^^aiis at diiTcreiit 
stages of their iiiovcments. In general this comber is 
^'applicable foi’ all purposes ftjr which the Heilmann is used, 
whilst in addition it is also well adapted for reclaiming the 
largo })ro})ortion of good fibres found in card strips, these 
latter amouifting to sometiiiujs GO per cent of the waste. 

The setting of this comber follows somewhat similar 
lines to that of the Heilmann. For ordinary purposes it 
will be found that the ni})pers close at 111 on index wheel. 
The detaching rollci* moves forward at 6, and the feed 
roller moves at from 31 to Gl according to the percentage 
of waste re(pnred to be extracted. The increase of waste 
may be obtained by setting the top comb closer, by 
fe(uling later, by putting more angle on the inppcr knife 
and top com!). A\^elghts of laps weigh from 400 to 550 
grains per yard. 

The production varies from 700 to 900 lbs. per week 
of 55 working hours. 

All the usual motions for reduciifg wear and tear, stop 
motions, tiikiiig up weai of brushes and running at correct 
speeds, collecting waste, etc., are applicable to this machine 
as to the other combers described. 

Nippers.~The nippers jmeviously described arc made 
by most firms who manufacture combers, but a special form 
has been adopted by Dobson and Barlow’s which has 
advantages. An illustration is given in Fig. 61. It will 
be noticed that the nipper knife is covered with leather or 
other soft material. This simple device enables the Getting 
of the nipper to the needles of the cylinder to be extremely 
fine; there is no danger of the needles being destroyed 
by contact with the mehxl as frequently happens in the 
previous types of nippers, so that, from this point of view 
alcme, the new method is a means of saving considerable 
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time and money in the course of a year. ,lii addition to 
its protective advantages, the finer setting enables a 
thiclc(ir lap to 1)c used and f! corresponding increase in^ 
production ranging from 30 to CO per cent. 
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In Fig. C2 is presented a part plan of the comber, 
arranged with the object of showing the whole of the 
driving mechanism and gearing. From it can be traced 
the method of driving each separate, action, and by using 
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it also for refoiionce, wlien reading the previous description 
of the machine, a more intelligent idea of its motions will 
prol)al)ly be obtained. It ^till be noticed that one complete 
head'is shown, and part of another. If the whole of the 
comber hacf been drawn in plan there would have simply 
been a repetttion of the first set of rollers and cylinder to 
six or eight heads, each head of which works precisely 
alike, and delivers its own combed sliver. These slivers 
travel along a smooth, i)olished idate, pai’allel to the length 
of the machine, to the end, where they are passed through 
a draw-box, consisting usually of three lines of rollers, as 
shown in the drawing. At this i)oint the combined slivers 
undergo a draft, which, of course, varies according to the 
purpose required. From the draw-box it continues its 
course, after passing through a pair of small calender 
rollers, to the coder, a full section of which is shown on 
the right of the illustration. 

The driving of the machine takes place through the 
pulhiy shown on the left. This pullfcy is keyed on a short 
shaft firmly carried by the framing, so that no vibration 
can possibly exist. Its motion is balanced by a fly-wheel 
in order to prevent fluctuation of sj)eed, owing to the 
intermittent movement of some of its actions. On the 
driving shaft is fixed a pinion, which, in the single comber,, 
drives direct on to the cylinder through a large wheel of 
80 teeth. This wheel, in its turn, drives the cam shaft 
through a similar wheel, so that the cylinder and cam shaft 
revolve at the saiAe speed. On the cam shaft is shown the 
disposition of the various cams, etc., an enlarged view of a 
portion of which has been given in a previous drawing. 
The calender roller is also driven from this shaft by worn 
and worm-wheel arrangement. 

The feed roller k driven from the cylinder shaft, as 
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already explained, by the star wheel and gearing at A. 
A is a change place in order to alter the feed according to 
the kngth of the staple being worked. As pointed out, the 
feed roller f drives the lap roller, the geaving of which is 
clearly sho\vn in the sketch. 

The Ijriish is driven from the driving shaft through 
carriers, which may be worked as a simple carrier, as 
represented in Fig. 62, or as a compound carrier, by 
sim])ly changing the wheel into which the 34’s on the 
driving shaft gear. 

On the opposite end of the cylinder shaft to the driving 
pulley is an arrangement of gearing by means of which the 
draw-box is driven, and also the coiler and doffer. Very 
little changing is done on the comber in regard to the 
gearing after it has left the maker’s hand. The only 
places when} this is effected are the feed wheel A and a 
change in the draw,-box, but this latter is not often 
changed. Changes, of course, can ^)C made to suit almost 
any special conditions, but these do not come under the 
general head of change places, and consequently they cannot 
be dealt with here. 

“Calculations.”^— The following particulars of the gear¬ 
ing will enable the necessary calculations to be made 

Driving shaft wheel 
Cylinder index wlictd 
Cani shaft wheel 
Cylinder wheel 
Coiler wheel < • . 

Block wheel 
Front roller wheel . 

}> }) • , • 

Compound carrier in draw*box 

■ 1 Several makes of combers are fully illustrated in gearing jdaiis and 
the calculations given for them in the author’s book on Cotton Spinning 
Cakulaiions, 


‘21 teeth 
80 
80 
60 

40 
22 
34 
f40 
i45 
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Side shaft wheel . 

Hack roller wheel . . 

DhiTnetcr of back roller . •. 

Diameter of bottom block in draw-box 
Diameter of eajf:‘iid(n' in coi ler 
Coiler driving bevel 
Coi ler bevel 

Star wheel .... 
Cam shaft Avorm . 

Cam shaft worm Avlu'el 
Calender mitre bevels 
Diameter of feed roller 
Diameter of calender rollei 
Feed wheel 
Feed roller Avheel . 


14 teeth 
50 „ 
in. 

n „• 
• '2 ,, 
22 teeth 

5 ,, 
double 
11 teeth 
20 „ 

'i ill. 

n n 

18 teeth 
88 „ 


The above iiarticiilars arc taken from a machine working 
fine Egyptian cotton. 


p. p, P , , 22X40X 50X.50X2J in. . 

Draft of ,lraw.box=^(, ^ ^ ^ =6’U. 

Draft from the calender in 1 _ 40 x 84 x 45 / 00 x 2 in. 

draw-box to the coilei- / “22 x 40 x 50 x 59 x 2'] in. 
Draft IVoni the feed roWer | _88 x 5 x 2 x 20 x 2f „rj.pj 2 


= 1 * 01 . 


to the calender block / ’'I8xlxl4x20xj in. 
Total draft of machine = 5’13 x 1 *01 x 5*52 = 28*6. 


The total draft can also be obtained by finding the draft 
in one operation between the feed roller and the draw-box 
block, and multiplying it by the draft between the draw- 
box and the coiler. For instance-— 


38 X 5 X ,50 X 40 X 22 x 2f in. . 
18 X 1 X 45 X 34 X 40 x f in. ~ 

27*826 x1*01=28*1 total draft. 


This result is different liy aliout 1*7 per cent from the 
previous method, and it is evidently owing to the waste 
that has been taken out. A list could be drawn up showing 
the difference in the two drafts and expressing it as a waste 
percentage. 
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In ciilculaJing draft it fnMjuentl}^ hai)pens that the 
actual draft differs from ^hc results arrived at l)y calcula- 
tioih This occurs chiefly in connection with machines 
dealing with sliviu's, such as the draw /rame, sliver lap 
machine, ijl)l)on la}) machine, and com])er. This difference 
must arise, heeaiisc, for calculation pur|)oses, the exact 
diameter of the l)ottom roller is taken as tlic l)asis. If the 
to{) roller were driven |)ositivcly and exactly the same 
surface s|)ced as the bottom roller thei’c would be no differ¬ 
ence, but since the to}) roller is driven ])y the bottom roller 
through the layer of cotton between them, and the top 
roller is weighted, the thickness of the cotton passing 
through has some influence on the draft, and l)rings about 
a difference between the calculated draft and the actual 
draft. The two factors of thickness of slivers ajid weight¬ 
ing of the top rollei’s must be taken into consideration 
when dealing with the question of draft. An important 
factor that sometimes arises in this,connection is the speed 
of the front roller. As a rule it is presumed that the top 
roller will be driven regularly and easily ])y the bottom 
roller through the friction of the fibres between them, but 
it will 1)0 clearly seen that this cannot always take place. 
If the weighting is not carefully adjusted to suit ])oth the 
sliver and the speed, the fibres in contact with the bottom 
roller will travel forwaid quicker than the fibres in contact 
with the top roller, and there will naturally be a tearing 
away of fibres,,thus giving rise to the condition termed 
“s])ewing '’ as the sliver emerges from the nip of the rollers. 

Comber. “Difference in weighting the leather detach 
roller alters the waste. 32 lbs. on detach roller gave 9X, 
changed to 16 lbs. gave 12%, due to less grip and probably 
Jong fibres taken out. 

To find Percentage of Waste.~Have|loffer comb at 
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tlic bottom of its swing, now remove all watte at the back 
up to the (lofFer comb, llrcak the sliver at the draw-box 
calender rollers. Work the nfachine for, say, 40 nips, 
leaving the doHer comb at its lowest ])oint. Now weigh 
respectively the ^iver and the waste made. The two added 
will e(]ual the original cotton, and the waste will represent 
a percentage of this total. For instance— 

Oood sliver-fiO grains 
Waste-Ifi ,, 

Total cotton - 75 grains. 

II' 7f> grains of lii]i have If) giains of waste, 

Tlien 100 grains of laj) have — grains of waste, 

-20 ))er cent of uasio taken out. 



CHAPTER III 

FLY-FKAMES 

Object of Ply-Prames, —Hitherto, tlie processes described 
here have all been directed towards obtaining a uniform 
strand of cotton, free from impurities, and whose com¬ 
ponent filu’cs approach within a reasonable degree of 
.equality in their length. The actions that have been 
employed to produce this result are Beating, Combing, 
Drawing, and Doubling, and the cotton in being subjected 
thereto has been reduced from an irvegular mass of tangled 
fibres to, comparatively speaking, a condition of regularity 
and uniformity. 

The next process is one primarily intended simply as 
a continuation of the Drawing process, with or without 
the combination of Doubling. Owing, however, to the 
extreme delicacy of the sliver, any further reduction of its 
diameter would make it so weak as to practically prevent 
its further treatment, unless such reduction were accom¬ 
panied by some, action which strengthened it, so that it 
could, withstand the strains to which it would be sub¬ 
jected when undergoing the next steps in the process. 
Jn addition to this, wo can easily understand, from what 
we have seen of tlio coiler, that the use of this for coiling 
much finer roving or sliver would be a very clumsy 
118 
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method, and consequently a slight twist is given to the 
reduced sliver, and it is then wound upon a bobbin. The 
small amount bf twist given ^to the attenuated and ex¬ 
tremely loose sliver is suflicient to gi^'c it the neciessary 
strength to eyablo it to be built up in thi form of a 
bol)bin, in which condition it is very convenie^^t for further 
treatment. The drawing-out or reduction of the sliver, 
from the diainetei’ as it exists when passing through the 
drawing frame to a diameter suitable for the iirocess of 
spinning, is so great, and results in such a weak sliver or 
roving, that a very delicate and gradual operation tiust 
be exercised. The steps, by means of which the reduction 
is made, depend upon the degree of fineness reipiircd in 
the resultant yarn, and conseciuently they vaiy in number. 

The machines used for etfecting the attenuation of the 
sliver are called by the different names of Ply-Praines, 
Roving Prames, and Speeders : and according as one 
or more of these are used, we g()t sjiccific names for the 
machines in each st^p. For instance, the first fly-frame 
used after the draw-frame is called a Slubbing Prame; 
f{)llowing this is the Intermediate Prame, and then the 
Roving Prame ; after which (for fine spinning) a finer 
roving frame is used, called a Jack Prame. The order of 
these machines for their several purposes will be seen on 
referring back to p. 39, vol. ii., where their sequence was 
shown for various numbers; and it will also be noticed 
that as the numbers or counts increase, so do the number 
of sets or passages of fly-frames. Tljc objects of each 
machme are exactly the same, and so for all practical 
purposes their structure and mechanism are alike, the only 
diftercnce being in the strength and dimensions of the 
various parts. 

The necessity that arises at this stage in the J)uilding 
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of the roving or sliver in the form of a bobinn, also 
introduces in ils wake com})liccitions of mechanism for 
automatically performing i^t, and these give to cotton 
machi;iery, from the mechanical point of view, one of its 
greatest souiices of interest. 

The bobljin is made by winding the sliver round a 
wooden cylinder in layers until a suitable diameter is 
obtained. When finished it has the appearance of a cylinder 
with its ends tapered, in which condition it is the more 
readily, and with the least ])Ossibility of injury to itself, 
taken from one machine to another. The various problems 
connected with the building of the bobbin will bo dealt 
with as thoroughly as possible as the descrii)tion proceeds. 
It is sufficient at this stage to mention that the placing of 
layer upon layer of i-oving on the bobl)in necessitates a 
varying speed being given to it. in the hy;frames, the 
delivery of sliver during the i)roccss ])cing constant. There 
is also a variation in the length of transverse, to give the 
tapered character to the bobbin. , These two motions 
present some very ingenious and mechanical problems, 
which it is advisable should be thoroughly understood, if 
more than a mere superficial knowledge of the subject is to 
be obtained. 

In regard to the twist put into the roving, it will be 
found that twisting is an inevitable consequence of this 
mode of forming a bobbin by means of a flyer; but arrange¬ 
ments are made in the machine whereby the amount— 
within certain limits—can be carefully regulated. For all 
practical purposes the twist or turns per inch is largely a 
question of experience, and depends upon sevei’al factors, 
which must ahvays be taken into account when deciding 
upon this important point. It is, however, never more 
■ than might be correctly described as a “ slight twist ”; for 
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it must be clearly understood that the merest excess of 
twist in the roving would lu'cvent any further drawing in 
the following machines. Fronijthis we can readily compre¬ 
hend that, although the twisting is taken a(lvantag(; '^f for 
giving cohesion.to the fibres during the windinf^^ operation, 
the ultimate purpose of the yai’ii must be k^pt in view, 
and the twists must also be arranged so that the efiective- 
iiess of any future drawing action will not be destroyed. 
In following the ])assage of the cotton through the several 
fly-frames it will he remarked that the reduction of the 
sliver takes ])lacc gradually, a little at each frame. The 
exact amount of tlu) draft, of course, depends upon the 
cotton used, and also upon the numbers to be si)un, but 
the accompanying table will convey an idea of the usual 
course adopted in most mills 

DaAFTS FOR I.VDIAN AND AMEJIK'AN CoTTON. 


SliiLhiiig Frame 

Urfift. 

4 to 5 

liitermeiiiate Frame 

. . 5 „ 0 

lloviiig Fi'ame , . 

• 

Drafts for Fa^yptian and Si 

u Island Cotton. 

Shilibiiig Frame 

Dnitt. 

5 to 54 

Intermediate Frame 

. . 54 „ ti4 

Roving Frame 

. 04 „ 8 

Jack Frame .... 

54 up war 


There are many variations in drafts introduced in order 
to obtain identical results, and this is so true that probably 
no two men would use the same drafts in spinning similar 
classes of yarn. ' The reason for this is ^almost apparent: 
the number of machines through which the cotton must 
pass, readily permits a give-and-take policy in the arrange¬ 
ments of the drafts, and many men would alter the drafts 
of one or two machines only, instead of making a change 
on all the machines—provided, of course, there was nothing 
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excessive in sucji a metliod. It. is, however, always arlvis- 
able to lot each machine do its own share in the work of 
,making the roving finer: Jthis will moan moi'e time and 
laboifr in making changes, but better results are certain 
to be obtairfbd by the extra trouble involvetl. It has been 
remarked that very little difference exists between the 
four passages of fly-fiamcs, and what difforence docs exist 
is caused by alterations in the diameter of the fidl bobbins 
and in their lengths. In the slubber the bobbins arc large 
and long; they get smaller as the roving is made finer, 
until in the Jack we have a bobbin with only one-ciuarter 
to one-fifth the amount of roving on it. The following 
table presents the usual practice in regard to this feature, 
hut it must be understood that slight variations exist on 
cither side of the dimensions given 


1 Sli liunn. j 

In 

MKl 

run- j 

I ATM I 

lioviNO. ^ Jack. 

1 

CtiTTON. _ 

1 


1 


1_ 

_ _ 

Dm. 

Lift. 

■■ 'T 

Dm 1 

Inft. ^ 

1 

Dm. I 

Lifl. Dm. 

Dift. 








in. ' 

111. i 

in. 

in. 

111. 

in. ' in. 

111. 

Indian and Low, 





1 


AiiKTioaii . . 55 

10 


10 


7 I . .• 


Ainnrican and ' 







Low Kgy])tiaii. 5.1 
(loud Egyptian ; 

10 

41. 

10 

IJ.l 

7 1 .. 

8 i ... 


and Sea islands ^ 51 

10 

Li 

10 

do 

i 


American. . ... 

1 



1 

1 I oa 

1 ■■ r' 

7 

Egyptian. . .; ... 


... 



! ... \n 

7 

Sea Island . ..... 

1 





... 

7 

1 


Description of Fly-Frame.— In the accompanying 
sketch (Fig. 63) a transverse section through a fly-frame is 
given. As will be seen, it is not complete, but a sufficient 
portion of the machine is shown to enable its essential 
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features to be pointed out and explained; a full detailed 
examination of its actions will afterwards be made, and, as 



Fig. 03. 

far as possible, illustrated by numerous drawings and 

On reference to the drawing (Fig. 63) it will be noticed 
that the sliver is fed to the rollers at the bach, from bobbins, 
placed in a suitable structure called a creel. (This name is 
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given to almost,all arrangements in cotton machinery by 
which bobbins are carried.) It must, however, be pointed 
gut that in the slabbing fraAic this creel is not necessary, 
because in that case tlie cans from the drawing frames stand 
behind the ^nachine, and their slivers arc* taken over a 
slowly revolting tin drum and passed on to the rollei'S. 
When l)ol)bins arc formed, a creel becomes reejuisite for 
carrying them, and its exact form varies according to the 
numl)er of bobbins it has to accommodate, and also the 
number of heights in which it is convenient to make it. 
In the sketch a single row is used, and it is made in three 
heights. The full bob])ins arc taken from the previous 
machine, and placed on wooden skewers; a shoulder on 
the skewer forms a resting-] )lace for the bobbin, so that 
they are prevented from touching the long wooden rails, 
which go the full length of the machine, and which consti¬ 
tute the chief features of the creel. These skewers are 
pointiid at each end. The upper ])ortion enters the rail, 
and rests in a hole protected by a smatt iron ring to reduce 
friction, whilst the lower end rests upon a small recessed 
cup-shaped porcelain step, well glazed, so as to offer as 
little resistance as possible to the revolution of the bobbin 
as the sliver is drawn from it. As a rule, in modern mills, 
the rails of the creel are really made of long lengths of 
thin angle iron, with the wooden part screwed to them on 
their under side. This gives a much stronger creel, and 
one that is practically indestructible. The rails are carried 
by brackets fixed tt upright rods J, which arc in theiikturn 
securely fastened to the spring pieces of the machine. This 
arrangement of the creel enables the distance apart of the 
rails to be readily adjusted. The top of the creel is made 
so that a stock of full bobbins can be i)laccd there ready 
£pr immediate use. 
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The rovings ai-c taken from the bolihAis E, F, and G, 
and passing over tin; guide rods X are led to the three 
lines of rolhirs A, ll, and C. In going through llies^ the/ 
are subject to a drawing action the same as vi the draw- 
frame, and to this extent it is simjily a continuation of 
that {iroccss. The amount of this draft for general purposes 
has already been given, sec p. 120. 

AVe arc now in a position to se(‘- the need for the intro¬ 
duction of twist into the roving. The strain upon the 
sliver as the back roller takes it forward is considerable, 
when we take into account that it has t(> pull I’ound the 
full bobbins in order to unwind itself, and so an additional 
cohesive power is given to it l)y twisting, in which the 
fibres are rather more firmly bound together, but not 
sufficiently so to interfere with the further drawing to 
which it must submit in the next operation. 

The drawn-out sliver or roving is taki'ii from the rollers 
and threaded throiij^h the flyers ]j M, and wound upon 
bobbins which loosely fit the long spindles that carry the 
flyers. The bobbins are all driven separately and in¬ 
dependently of the spindles, whilst the spindles also arc 
individually driven. The spindle consists of a long steel 
rod, whose diameter varies from J in. in slubbing frames 
to y'j.- in. in jack or fine roving frames. Its length also 
varies according to the machine. In consequence of the 
speed at which it revolves, it re(iuires to be well supported 
in suitable bearings, so as to jircvent vibration and reduce 
frictidh as much as possible. It is, therefore, carried in a 
footstep bearing at (^, and in a bolster bearing at P. 
The bearings at these ])oints arc made as long as possible 
by means of the collars It K firmly fixed to the top rail 
P. These collars arc generally made in two lengths, and 
•hence they are usually known by thef terms of “long” and 
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“ shortcollars? The top rail P has resting upon it all 
the })obbins of the machine.^ Since the spindles and flyers 
l^rc stationary so far as vertical movement is concerned, 
the bol)]>ins^must be given this motion in, order to have 
wound upon them the roving which passes through the 
flyer. AVith this object in view, the rail P is given a per¬ 
pendicular movement, which constitutes the lift or traverse 
of the machine, and d(',fines the length of the bobbin. It 
receives the motion through a rack T and wheel S, the 
rack ])eing fastened to the rail and the wheel ol)taining its 
movement through suitable gearing from the driving shaft. 



Fm. (U 

Arrangement of Spindles— All fly-frames are made 
with two rows of spindles, so disposed as to economise 
space and yet obtain a maximum number of spindles in a 
given length. Fig. 64 is given as an illustration of this, 
and from it we see that they are arranged in a zig-zag 
order—in many cases regularly so, but in other makes of 
machines the bacTj row is not placed exactly midway 
between the centres in the front row, but a little to one 
side, the object being to facilitate doffing, etc. The “space” 
of the si)indlcs is the distance from the centre of one to 
the eentre of the next, as at A B or C D, whether we take 
Che front or back row for the measurement^ In many 






Ill 


FLY-FRAMES 


127 


ciiscs, however, the word “ space ” is replaced hy the word 
“gauge,” and instead of ex^jressing the space of tin; 
spindles the machine is spoki'ii of as having a ccj’tain* 
“ gauge.’’ This a certain extent is an advantage, because 
liolli rows of sj)indles are taken into account when the 
numher or length of the machine is reipiired, whilst in the 
first case only one row is expressed, and so it is necessary 

to double or half, as the case may be. In tlie sketch the 

“gauge” of the spindles would be denoted by saying that 
there are six spindles in the distance E F.' This measure¬ 
ment, it will 1)0 seen, includes three s})indles in each row. 

The following will show the two methods of denoting 
the space of spindle 

Distiincc of s]iiii(ilc from (‘(‘litre to in. in. iu. in. in. in. 

' centre.f)^ () ti] 01 7 

Or cijual to G spin(ll(‘.s ill . . . lii^i 18 18^ IDJ 21 

Roller Stands.—A general view of the roller stand and 
the method of setting the rollers is given in the accompany¬ 
ing drawing (Fig. 65). On reference to it, it will be noted 
that the stand itself is a fixture on the roller beam N, and 
that it (Carries the front roller D. The other two lines of 
rollers arc carried by separate bearings E and F, which are 
so arranged on the main stand that their distance from 
each other can be adjusted so as to suit various lengths of 
staple, thus giving every facility for setting; after w^hich 
they arc readily fixed in position by means of the set 
screw. The I'eccss G is occupied hy the traverse rod, 
which *moves the roving to and fro along the roller with 
the object of preventing an undue wear of the leather on 
the top roller. The top rollers—made either with a single 
or double boss, and also with or without loose bosses—are 
covered with leather in the usual way, and carried by an 
arrangement ^of cap bars, these latter not being used as 



128 


COTTON SPINNING 


CHAP. 


bearings, but simply as side supports for the ends of the 
rollers. They are made s(j as to enable the rollers to be 
•readily taken out, and also so that any given set of bars 
may be ]) 0 (iily removed or turned over out of the way of 
the bottom,rollers. It was formerly the practice to make 
the cap bars of cast-iron, but difficulties were experienced 
in several directions when so made, there being irregularities 
ill the spaces, owing to moulding and casting, a slight 
damage necessitating an entirely new cap bar; there was 



also a lack of simplicity in the adjustment of the slides for 
the diffierent rolmrs, and, owing to the strain caifted liy 
screwing the loose parts together, various other parts were 
twisted out of truth. Very great care in the making can 
oliviate some of these faults, and irregularities are the 
more easily rectified by means of milling machines, so that 
^Bome makers still adhere to this method of making the cap 
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bfirs. Another system, now extensively^followed, is that 
shown in Figs. 05 and G6. H(;re a support K is fixed to 
the roller stand, and carries a sjiaft or stud F, and on this 
shaft, at the necessary intervals, are fixed small brackets 
K (Fig. GO). These carry a long finger I) of a^ pentagonal 
section (see H), and on it are threaded the cap* nebs, A, B, 
and (\ which form the supports for the top rollers. The 
hole through the nebs is similar to the section of the finger, 
and conse(iuently they ai’e prevented from turning, and, in 
addition, no side strain is introduced, l)ecause they are 
firmly screwed in position ])y set-screws bearing on a 
perfectly flat surface of the finger. The projections on A 
serve, the purpose of a rest for the Oat or clearers on the 
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upper part, and, on the lower one, adjust the centre 
vertically for the top rollers. As it may easily happen 
that carhlessness oi‘ other causes might allow the finger or 
nebs to fall on the fluted rollers, precautions are necessary, 
and a slight recess is cut in F, and a tapered pin driven 
into the bracket E, this pin effectively preventing any twist¬ 
ing of the bracket, and also holding it securely in position. 

Roller Weights.— A front view of the rollers and 
stands is given in Fig. 07. The sketch sljpws four spindles 
to a box, i.e. between two roller stands rovings are delivered, 
which su])ply four spindles. Doublc-boss top rollers are 
used, and the cap bars would be placed to support the 
pivoted ends at L M, J K, and N P. The weights applied 
to give the required pressure between the rollers would in 
• VOLir K 
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each cas(‘, liaiig from G H. Tliese weij^hts, like many 
other details of cotton machinery, vary in their amount, 
hut the following may he '^aken as representing the usual 


})racti(;c 

Fidiil, 


JJiirk. 

<• 

Ib.s. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

Shililiiuf'jM'iune . 

IS 

14 

10 

Jiitennediiiti' Fninie 

H 

10 

8 

lutviiijf Fr ime, siii^^lc liftss . 

10 

8 

() 

,, ,, doulile 1)(iss . 

18 

14 

12 


In Koviiig and .lack Frames it is usual to have the hack 
and middle rollers self-weighted, i.e. the W’eight of the 



Fig, (i7. 


rolhu-s themselves is sufficient for the purpose, in which 
case the hack roller is made much larger in diameter, as 
wdll he seen on reference to the next sketch. 

Diameter and setting of Rollers. —In this diagram 
(Fig. 68) a representation is given of the usual diameters, 
and the distance ai)art of fly-frame rollers for various classes 
of cotton; but it^must be impressed upon the reader that no 
hard and fast line is to be drawn in respect to the 
dimensions given, and it will always be necessary to 
exercise judgment upon the special characteristics and 
staple of the cotton worked.^ 

^ See Vol. III. for fuller details of rollers, etc. 
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A Indian cotton 
1) American cotton 
C Egyptian and Sea Isbiiid cotton ^ 
1) Indian cotton . . . * 

E American col t(m 
F Egyptian and Sea Island cotton 
0 American cotton 
II Egy}>tian and Sea Island cotton 


Slnldnng Frame. 


Intermediale Franm. 

J ? 


1 

I 


Jloving a.n(1 .lack Frame. 


NoI’K.—I n tli(‘ jack liamc tlic distances apart of tlie rollers will bi‘ 
slightly greater than in the roving fr.anie. It must also lu; observed 
tliat the to}) roller diameters are for the rollers when uncovered. 



A general idea of the nniubcr of flutes in fly-frame 
rollers may lie obtjiined from the following 
IJ in. dia. =54. IJ in. dia. =(50. in. dia. =65. 

Twisting. —It has been remarked ^hat directly the 
roving emerges from the front roller it undergoes a 
twisting operation—a somewhat necessary clfcct of winding 
it upon a bobldn by means of a flyer. We can now 
examine this action in detail. When it is desinid to put 
twist into any arrangement of fibres, etc., the essential 
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condition is that^one end must he held while the other is 
twisted. This statement is so expressed l)ecanse in cotton 
^spinning machinery the definition fits in with actual 
practice. A better method of defining how twist is 
produced niay he hy stating that one end of the suhstance 
must he revolved round its axis at a cpiicker rate than the 
other end, and in the saim; or the o])])ositc direction. 
Eveai this definition might h(i sinijdificd to some minds hy 
saying that the angular velocities of ea(;h end must vary, 
when measured in the same direction, in order to produce 
twist or to cause an intertwining of the component parts 
of the suhstance. In the exaraphj of the flyei', this condi¬ 
tion is carried out in n very simple manner. Figs. 69 
and 70 are presented to illustrate the description of its 
form and action. The spindh! upon which the flyer is 
])laoed is a long steel I'od carried by a fooJ-step and a 
'l)olstcr. At the footstep end it is slightly reduced in 
diameter, as shown in Fig. 71, and its bearing is usually a 
recess fitted with a brass bottom; oi' it can he made self- 
lubricating witli a loose brass bottom part. In the sketch, 
however, an improvement is shown that enables the oiling 
of the spindle footsteps to be done very effectively, and 
with a minimum of trouble, and at the same time a 
reservoir keeps the bearing well lubricated. The spindle 
is grooved for a short distance above the point where the 
small bevel is fixed, and a slight recess is cut in the upper 
part of the ])evel wheel. By oiling at this point the oil 
descends by the ,groove to the reservoir’, and in tljis way 
the necessity of going through the trouble of lifting the 
spindles is dispensed with. As shown in the drawing, it is 
well-nigh impossible for,dirt, etc., to enter the oil-cuj). 

Collars.-— The bolster bearing is also a very important 
' matter, and consists of special irearings, called collars, 
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It is then firmly fiistcned on its under side by a nut R, 
and fretiucntly by a set-screw at the side of the snug. A 
V)ng,collar is shown in the drawing, but much dittereiicc of 
opinion prevails as to the merits or d(‘mcrits of the two 
kinds. Eaqli, however, has its advantages, those of the 
short collar, being, of couise, obvious. It is made of just 
suhicient length to serve the jmi’pose for which it is in¬ 
tended, viz. to support the spindle; but wlnm we consider 
the gi‘eat hmgth of spindle above the bearing, and also the 
flyer, which is practically unbalanced throughout the whole 



Fig. (i. 


of the time it is building the bobbin, it will readily be 
seen that it is advisable to give more support than is 
obtfiined by the short collar, especially for high speed. 
Practical difficulties, however, used to stand in the way of 
their use: the correct boring of a long collar was no easy 
matter, and it was found that, owing to this irregularity, 
friction was developed, and more power was required to 
drive the frame. Phe bearing i)()ints were generally at the 
top and l)ottom of the collar, the intermediate part being 
barrelled or recessed out. Modern tools have now over* 
come these difficidtbs, and a })erfect long collar can easily 
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be mafic. The recess is also dispensed ^^ith l>y several 
makers, as dirt and lly accivimlate on the inside and 
interfere with coirect Avorkin^. The spindle thus J^earJ 
the whole length of the collar. Another disj^dvantage of 
the long collar is the fact that a large bobbin is lu'cessary, 
owing to the larger hole required to lit over the collar, 
this, of course, causing extra weight. 

Flyer and Presser.--Th(5 flyer fits upon a reduced 
portion of the spindle by m(‘ans of a socket, a recess being 
cut across the top, into which drops a pin d, insci’ted in 
the boss part of the dyer (Fig. 70). In this way the two 
parts are made one, so far as revolving together is con¬ 
cerned. The roving is inserted in a hole A in the dyer 
top, and passed through a small opening B in the sid(‘. 
The mere fact of passing the roving through this last 
opening gives to the dyer its ability to produce twist, for 
B is clearly out of the centre of the spindle, anil describes 
a small circle as the dyer revolves. Tlie other end of the 
roving is held by the roller; every revolution of the 
spindle naturally gives a twist, and, according to the 
relative speeds of the dyer and front roller, we get varying 
degrees of twist - generally expressed as twistS per inch. 
The length of the bobbin to be built, and the weak nature 
of the roving, necessitate that it should be guided on the 
bobbin at a point much lower than where it emerges fiom 
the hole B, and we thus get a long arm, made hollow, 
down which the roving is passed. From the bottom of 
this {ft‘m it is wound round, and then threaded through 
the eye of a projecting arm loosely attached to the dyer 
leg, and from this it is drawn forward by the bobbin. 
The projecting jnece I) is termed a prcsscr, its function 
being to give as light pressure to the roving on the bobbin 
•in order to obtain a firmer result. U is specially arranged 
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to do tliis, and reference will now l)e made to the method 
adopted; hut it ou^dit to heplirst remarkiMl that, in order to 
thalance the arm (', another arm II is made on the opposite 
side, of siicji dimensions that- its weight balances that of 
the hollow arm. 

f 

^ The Presser and its Functions. —The “prosser” 
is composed of two parts - one is the projection called the 
I)addle, or presser, and the other a thick wire rod running 
up the side of the leg, and centered at E, the two ])eing 



connected at F. The paddle 1) is made to fit loosely over 
the flyer leg, and as E is capable of swivelling from its 
centre, which is practically that of the arm C, it is clearly 
seen that any movement of the wire rod will bo transferred 
to the paddle. To illustrate this further, a plan vieW of a 
flyer is given in Fig. 72 0 is the rod running uj) the side 

of the leg, II is the paddle working round the leg F as a 
centre \ G also, for all practical purposes, works round the 
same centre. The weight of G is greater than that of the 
- paddle, and, in additmn, it i-evolves at a farther- distance 
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from the centre of the spindle, so tlwii it Ims a greater 
tendency to liy away from that centre. It is free to do so, 
hut is guided by its connection to F; the centrifugal forc(> 
thus tending to move (} outwards ]>eing resisted by the 
hobbin, which jirevents the other end of the jiaddle moving 
inwards. A pressure is consequently set up at 11, Avhich 
causes II to jji'css against the roving on the bobbin, and we 
therefore get a more solid bobbin. 

As made in our machine shops, the flyer is perfectly 
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balanced when the presser occupies the position shown at 
H in Fig. 72; but this is the only place where such a 
condition exists. The presser, being a movable piece that 
is continually changing its position, disturbs the balance 
directly it assumes any other position thSn that shown. 

A diagram is given in Fig, 73 from which the foregoing 
description may be supplemented, and the unbalancing 
character of the presser explained. C is the bare bobbin, 
1) its middle diameter, and E the full diameter. The flyer 
deg is marked at F, and the paddh;, iu its several positions, 
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at JF, n F, and K F, tlic rt)specii\e positions of the wire 
rod l)oin,^ sliown at (\\ (r,^and When the paddle is 
joressing on tlio l)are l)o])biti at J, the weight is at (F\ at 
its farthest distanee from A. In this position it is exerting 
its greatest ■ tendency to fly outwards, and, as a conse- 
(picnee, the paddle will press the more firmly at J. As 
the bobbin is building the increasing layers will move the 
paddle outwards, this action, of course, bringing (.1 nearer 
to the centre A, in which position its sui*faee velocity is 
not so high, and therefore it exerts less force to fly out¬ 
wards, so that the pressure on the bobbin at K is less than 
at H or J. It must not be forgotten, also, that the paddle 
itself has a tendency to fly away from the bobljin owing 
to centrifugal force, and is only prevented from doing so 
by the su])erior weight and the greater distance of (1 from 
the centre A. This tendency on the part of the paddle 
increases as the bobbin fills, so that as the centrifugal force 
of (r decreases, the same force in the paddle increases, and 
both these i*esult in a diminished pressure of the presser as 
the bobbin fills. Ily alteidng the relative weights of the 
wire rod 0 and the })addle, almost any degree of firmness 
or softness can be obtained on the bobbin. 

It will readily be eompi-ehended from the above reason¬ 
ing that this altering of the centre of gravity of the presser 
brings a slightly additional weight nearer or farther away 
from the centre, and so disturbs the balance of the flyer. ^ 
With a single pressure this is inevitable, and as nothing 
very serious resuhs from it, it is almost ignored. ‘Some 
time ago, however, an attempt was made to obtain a 
perfect balance throughout the building of the bobbin by 
the introduction of double pressers, one on each arm, but 
they are never made at present. 

1 The different surjace velocities of the bolibin mid the 
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flyer cause a rul)l)iiig action l>cUvecii Uie presser and the 
roving on tlie bobbin, «‘nul evt^nything is done by caieful 
worknianshij) to neutralise the (svil cflects that may arise; 
from this cause. Tn a douldi* flyer this evil would be 
twofold. 

Flyer Leg. —Tlie slot in the flyer leg is iisually made 
straight, as shown at A in Fig. 71, but for 
high s])eeds and tine rovings there is an 
advantage in making it with what is called 
“winding” in it--that is, with a slightly 
curved form, as at F. This prevents the 
centrifugal force sending the roving through 
the slot. A flyer, it must be said, is one of 
the most highly finished appliances in cotton 
macliiiiciy, and a very large numlau* of opera¬ 
tions have to be gone through before a 
finished artich' is obtained. It must be jier- 
fectly smooth all over, and made of the fim'st 
material, to prevent itccumulatioiis of fly, etc., 
which would be fatal to good yarn. 

Previous sketches will convey some idea 
of how the driving of the spindles and bob¬ 
bins is pei’formed, but a comjdetc view is given 
ill the following ski'tch (Fig. 75). A is the 
bobbin wheel on the driving shaft (but not driven direct 
from it); the two rows of bobbins are connected by a pair 
of wheels C and D, which necessitate the aiTaugement of 
the btvels,as shown at E F and H G; the^pindles are driven 
direct from the driving shaft through the wheel N, which 
is fixed to it, the necessary gearing being shown in the 
latter case simply by dotted lines.. 

A description has been given of the flyer and the bobbin, 
• with their driving arrangements, sufficient to enable the 
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f()]luwiii<; cxpliination to 1)C made of tlie method adopted 
ill ])laeiii^^ tlie roving iipoii^the wooden cylinder tliat foi-ms 

^die foundation of the lioljliin. Tliere is always a real 

• ^ 

difficulty ej])erienc(‘d liy students in eomjirehending the 
proper meaning of the terms bobbin leading niid flyer 



leading; and although a general statement of their 
purpose can easily*be made, and, perhaps, as readily Under¬ 
stood, yet the analysis of tlieir operations is not so satis¬ 
factorily apprehended. An attempt will therefore now be 
made to present the subject in as clear a light as possible, 
and the diagrams accompanying the description will materi- 
iilly help towards maliing it intelligible. 
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I 

Principle of Winding. —As already cxplainod, the 
rovinj,^ comes from the rollers at a contiimoiis and regular 
rate, which is dependent uiwn their surface speed or 
revolution. The proldem to he solved, therefore, is'how 
to place this roving upon the bohlhn at exactly the same 
rate as it is delivered from the rollers. Two mt;thods have 
been adopted: one, in which the flyer wraps the roving 
upon the bobl)in; and the other, in which the bobbin 
winds it round itself. These give rise to the two terms 
mentioned above, but before indicating the ])rcscnt jiraclice, 
an examination will be made of the principles upon which 
“ winding,” as it is calhul, depends. 

A simple illustration will be given in the first instance 
on the effect of the relative velocities of t^\o points;—it is 
upon this feature that the winding has its basis. In Fig. 
7()(top left-hand corner), A and H represent two points, 
connected together by some material that can be “ paid out ” 
if the points separate. If these points are caused to move 
in the direction of thotarrows, at eipial velocities, they will 
arrive at C and I) without altering their relative jiositions, 
so that the material connecting them has not been influenced 
in any way. If, however, only one point moves, as at E, 
the material must be paid out in order to keep the points 
connected, the amount being denoted by the line F, (1. 
This length, of course, would be doubled if the point F, 
instead of being fixed, were caused to move in the op])Osite 
direction. A modification of this case is shown in H and 
I, whge H moves to J at the same tinni as I moves to K, 
only half the distance separating them, which denotes the 
amount paid out; it would give the same result if the 
relative movements of II and 1 were reversed. 

Another illustration, approaching more nearly to the 
conditions of the special case of the fly-frame, is represented 
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l>y ihu iirst five* diagrams, and shows the elleet when a 
circular movement is made ])y the pointf^ instead of a 
horizontal one, as in the pKJeediiig case: A and B arc two 
points, connected as heforc with material capable of being 


S'? 



I'lr:. 76. 


paid out by one §>r the other or both—but for simj)licity 
say B. Each point moves round the centre, and wc 
rexpiirc to know the effect of the respective velocities of A 
and B upon the material as they mov(‘, round the centre. 
In the first case they move at equal velocities in the same 
direction, so that on reaching the position A^ B^ no change 
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in the line joiiiin^^ them has taken place; fi remains exactly 
the same length as before. In the second diagram, A 
remains fixed \vhile B moves, arfd it is readily sijen that i) 
no sooner begins to move than the material must he given 
up in order to maintain its tension, so that wht^i B arrives 
at B^ the amount of this material is represented by the 
semicircle C 1). By causing A to move in the direction 
opposite to B (as in case .3), half a revolution of each would 
cause a complete turn of the material to he made round I'l, 
lialf of which would be wrapped round by A, and the other 
half by B. 

In Diagrams 4 and 5 a modication of the first two 
diagrams is given, both points, A and B, being allowed to 
move in the same direction, but at different velocities. By 
I’eference to Diagram 4, B is sii}>posed to make a complete 
revolution at the same time as A makes half a revolution 
to ; this has the result of winding on half a revolution 
of the material on E. It will be seen that B’s movement 
would give a coiiijilotg tui’ii; but since A moves in the 
same direction, half of it only will be laid on the centre E. 
Diagram 5 represents the reverse of this, though jiroducing 
the same results: A is made to go through one revolution 
during the time that B makes half a revolution. The 
peculiarity to notice here is the direction of motion compared 
with that shown in Diagram 4: this is a necessity if the 
tension of the material between the two points is to be 
maintained, for if the direction were reversed in No. 5, 
the sujierior speed of A over B would ii)^tantly cause the 
material to go slack, and the first condition of winding 
would be destroyed. There is one way of keeping the 
same direction of rotation in the two cases, and that is by 
reversing the positions of A and B. This would make 
No. 5 case almost similar then to No. 4, with the exception 
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that the miitcrial is given up from the ()})posite side of the 
circle that foi'ins the path of the movement of the i)()ints. 

From this illustration aistep farther may be taken, of a 
more pi’actical character, and directly connected with the 
actual elicit of winding. AVe have seen from the examples 
given that'a matei'ial can be wound round a centre bobbin 
when two points through which it passes arc revolving at 
dillerent sj)eeds. By giving a diagrammatic view of the 
conditions existing in the tly-frame this may be fully 
exeinidilied and made obvio\is. For this ])urpose the 6th, 
7th, and 8th diagi’ams have been prepared, the reference 
letters corresi)onding in each case: K is the centre bobbin 
upon which the roving is wound ; B is the 11} er through 
which the roving passes to the bobbin ; its path is shown 
by the dotted outer circle; A is the i)oint where the roving 
is laid on the bobbin. 

In Diagram 6 it is assumed that the bobbin is stationary 
and the flyer B revolving. AVhen B has gone through half 
a revolution it will naturally have wrapped upon the bobbin 
a length of roving equal to half of the circumference of Fi, 
as shown by the line A Now this is a perfectly natural 
way of })lacing the roving upon a bobbin as far as a single 
layer is concerned; but practical considerations in respect 
of placing a number of layers upon it necessitate a modili' 
cation of this case, in which the bobbin itself is given a 
motion, but in its degree varying from that of the flyer. 
Two cases are given: one (No. 7) in which the flyer moves 
more quickly tl^n the bobbin, technically called^ “flyer 
leading; and the other case (No. 8) in which the speed of 
the bobbin is much the quicker—from which we get the 
term “bobbin leading. 

On reference to Diagram 7, if tlie flyer B revolves 
thfough half a circle to B^ while the point A on the bobbin 
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only goes a quarter of a revolution to A\ it is obvious that 
the two points A an<l B will sei^arate to the extent of the 
quarter of the circle A’ C; in otlvJr words, since the tension 
remains constant this length of roving has been drawn 
through the flyer leg B and wound upon the boblnn. Now 
tiike the case of diagram S: hei*c A and 1:5 occup}^ the same 
position as in No. 7, but the ])o])bin is assumed to go half 
a revolution in the same time as the flyer B go(s a (piarter 
of a turn to It'. The first thing to notice is the direction 
of movement: it is clearly imj)ossiblo, as they ai’e at present 
arranged, for them to move in any other direction; other¬ 
wise, since A moves (juicker than B, the roving would go 
slack between the two points. It is therefore necessary in 
bobbin-leading, as c-ompared with flyer-leading, either to 
change the direction of driving oi’ reverse the position of 
the pressor of the flyer which corrcsjwnds to th(i line A B. 

In respect of the winding, it will be seen that the ])oiiit 
A moves half a turn to A'; at the same lime the flyer B 
has gone a ipiartcr of a i/Urn to IT, which clearly causes a 
seikaration to take place between the two points A and B 
to the extent of the portion of the circle A' C. This 
length has been drawn from the flyer owing to the su]>erior 
S])eed of A, and for the same rciason it winds it u])dn itself, 
as shown. At the present time all fly-frames are made 
with bobbin-leading, as this system is found to possess 
superior practical advantages over the flyer-leading. The 
reason for this adoption will be given subsequently when 
dealing with the problem of building the boJ)bin. 

Flygr Jedding. -“If the foregoing description has been 
closely followed it will have prepared the reader for the 
next step explanatory of the process of ))uilding the bobbin. 
The two diagrams. Figs. 77 and 78, have been prepared 
in order to elucidate it, and in connection therewith a little 
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recapitulation ^vill be necessary. Fi*;. 77 I’cpresents the 
case of the “flyer leading”; in it the flyer V> is shoAvii as 
liaviiig moved through half a I’evolntion to 1>^ in the same 
time as the bobbin E has rcvolve.d one (jiiartcr of a 
revolution to Ah This lesults, as already shown, in the 
flyer winding on the bobbin a length of roving equal to 
a quarter tdie circunifcrenee of the liare l)obbin, represented 
by the thick line A' The relative velocities of the 
dyer and bol)bin will keep the same until the first layer 
is completed, ])Ut when av(' come to wind the next layer 



upon the first one, it must be done on a larger diameter; 
—and this fact introduces a new order of conditions, which 
will now be dealt with, and which brings us face to face 
with the real problem of winding. As a preliminary, two 
conditions must be remembered, viz. the flyer revolves 
at a constant speed, and the roving is delivered regularly 
from the rollers whatever diameter the bobbin may k. 
The conclusion to be drawn from this latter fact is, that 
the bobbin must run at such a speed as to wind on exactly 
the same amount of roving as is delivered from the front 
roller, whether it be full or empty. The effect of winding 
on a larger diameter will now bo considered, and in order 
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to crnpliasisc the matter the difference between the empty 
and the full bobbin will be taken as an illustration. On 
the empty bobbin, C A\ Fig. ifr, is wound on during the 
same time as the flyer 11 moves through half and the* 
bobbin E through a (jiiartcr of a revolution. Now, 
on the full bobbin, this length C must be*wound on 
in exactly the same time as on E; the ])ositioii of the 
presser (along which the roving travels) has moved from 
1) 0 to ]> (or from I> A to l> D); C' is therefore the 
point of contact whei‘e the I’oving enters on the full bobbin, 
and from here to A“ (shown by a thick line) is rejwesentetl 
a length A", e(jual to F A\ AVhilst the flyer has 
therefore moved half a revolution, the bobbin must have 
gone through a much larger angle than a quarter of a 
revolution, as it did when the bobbin was empty : in other 
words, it has had to increase its s[)eed from a (piarter to 
almost half a revolution, the angle D E A“ representing 
the exact amount. From this it is seen that wlien the 
flyer leads, the bobbin, st^irting at a certain speed when 
empty, must graduidly increase its rate of revolution as 
it gets larger in diameter. 

Bobbin leading. —Thecas(i of the “bobbin leading” 
will now be taken, Fig. being used for reference. As 
before observed, the bobbin E has the (piickest speed, and 
while it goes through half a revolution, from A to A\ the 
dyer moves through a (iuarter of a turn, from E to 
with the result that the empty bobbin winds on itself a 
length of roving etpial to C Ak As tln^ bobbin fills, the 
presser will move outwards from A to D, and when the 
dyer makes its quarter of a revolution it will occupy the 
position 1)^ Ck From this point a length of roving A“ 
is shown on the full bobbin etiual to the same length C A^ 
on the empty bobbin. On the empty bobbin it required 
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h;ilf a revolution to wiml this length on, but on the full 
bobbin it will be seen that only a little over quarter of a 
revolution is required, as"'shown by the angle I) E Al 
This means that as the bobbin fills it must gradually 
decrease in' speed from what it started with as an empty 
bobbin. 

To sum up the (picstions that have just been discussed : 
we may say that with the “iiycr leading” the flyer 
revolves (juicker than the bobbin, aTid, as the bobbin 
increases in diameter, its sj)ced must increase in order to 
have wound on it the same length as on the smaller 
diameter. When the “bobbin leads,” the bobbin revolves 
at a quicker speed than the flyer, and as it increases in 
diameter it must decrease in speed ; its direction of revolu¬ 
tion is opposite to that when the flyer leads, or else the 
flyer must be on the opposite hand. 

At the present time the “ flyer leading ” has fallen into 
disuse. Several reasons are assigned for this; one 
objection is the increase in speed necessary for the bobbin 
as it enlarges and gets heavier; another is the fact that 
through the indirect driving of the bobbin by means of a 
strap on the cone drums the flyer is caused to sUirt a little 
earlier than the bobbin, which i)roduces a strain on the 
roving, and results in frequent breakages. This evil is 
traceable also to the general gearitig, and is said to be the 
result of more backlash existing in the larger number of 
wheels used in the driving of the bobbin than in the 
driving of the flyer. Each may be accredited with its 
share of the condemnation of this principle, and although 
the same conditions exist, yet they do not appear as evils 
when the “ bobbin leads,” f(>r, instead of the flate start of 
the bobbin resulting in a strain and breakage, the roving 
slackened a little; this, however, is quickly taken up in 



Ill 


FlV-MAArES 


T49 


the course of ii revolution or so :is tlic strap and wheels 
drop into their working positions. A simple illustration 
will show the necessity for slowing the hohbin as it fills.. 
It is as follows:—Suppose! a hohhin one inch in diameter 
turns once round ; in so doing it will wind on il^self 3-14IG 
in. of i‘oving. If it be now enlarged to 3 in. diameter 
one revolution will wind on 9’4248 in., so that for the 
larger diameter to wind on the same amount as the smaller 
one it must make one-third of a I'evolution. The reason 
for not giving this examjde at an earlier stage is obvious: 
it would not have been consistent 'with the example of the 
“flyer leading,” in which case we saw that the bobbin must 
increase in speed as it enlarges; it was therefore con¬ 
sidered preferable to explain the matter in the first instance 
on the general principles applicable to both cases. The 
above illustration, however, is a very valuable one as 
enumerating the principle of the example when the bobbin 
loads, but a warning must be given that such a reduction 
in sjiecd as is there m*entioiied never actually occurs in a 
fly-frame, although a greater diflference than 3 to 1 exists 
between emjity and full bobliins. 

It must be firmly impressed upon the reader’s mind 
that reduction in speed as the bobbin fdls relates only to 
that portion of its speed which is in “ excess ” of the speed 
of the flyer. An example of this may be seen in Fig. 78, 
where the empty bobbin turns half a revolution while the 
flyer only turns a quarter. Now the full bobbin is clearly 
more than twice the size of the empty ^ne, and yet its 
speed is obviously more than half what it was originally. 
Such a result is very puzzling to those who rely upon the 
conclusions drawn from the simple illustration given, 
without considering its real application. In Fig. 78 the 
point to notice carefully is that the yxcess speed of the 
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(‘iTipty l)()])])in over the liver is rej)r(;scTite<l hy the angle 
(1 K A\ shown ])or(lcr(jd hy the hlaek lino, and indicating 
#thc amount of loving wound on, when the holdmi is full, 
and over twice the diameter of the em])ty hohhin. Its 
excess speed is shown hy th(* angle E A“, M’hich is, as 
it ought to h(‘, less than half of C E A^, and is hoi’dered 
hy exactly the same length of an arc as on the smaller 
circle. It may he added that, no matter how large the 
hoh})in, its sjiecd would never he I’educed to one-half, and 
the excess speed, although gradually reduced, would never 
he eliminated. 

Principle of Winding. —^Ve can now make a closer 
inquiiy into the reduction of sjieed necessary foi* winding 
on the same amount of roving on different diameters of 
hohhin. Su})i)Ose that (} (Fig. 79) represents the hohhin, 
and that, after a number of revolutions, its excess sj)eed 
over the flyer has enabled it to wind the roving once 
round itself, as at A B. Furtlu'r layci's are added, as at 
C E (t, etc., and the (piestion is-~^Yhat reduction must 
take place in the excess speed at these points in order to 
wind on the same length of roving 1 It is cpiite unnecessary 
to give the actual calculation i'e([uired to obtain it, it is 
sufficient to point out that since the excess speed is 
represented by the length wound on, its amount can easily 
be found for any given diameter. For instance, the outer 
circle at T was 7 in. diameter in the original drawing, and 
the smaller circle 1 in. diameter; so that one-seventh of 
the large circle t(|uals the full circumference of the inner 
one. This is what is shown in the diagram at T U; at 4 
and 5 the circle is 4 in. in diameter, consequently one- 
fourth of its circumference equals A B, and for the same 
reason the circle 2, 3, which is 2 in. in diameter, has half 
its circumference marked off as c(jual to thi circumference 
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of Q. Any of th('. other points can be louiul 111 the same 
manner, and this becomes a very simple matter indeed 
when we n^cogiiise the principle underlying the diagram, 
whi(;h may be expressed as followsAs the diameter of 
the bobbin increases, its rate of revolution musi be reduced 
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in iii^rse ration for, as just shown, tjjf'ice the diameter 
recpiires half the speed, four times the diameter, one- 
(piarter the spe(Hl, etc. The diagram (big. 79) is con¬ 
structed in this manner, and the amount of each circle or 
diameter occupied by a similar length of roving is shown 
by the thickened line; the ends are joined by a curve, 
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\v]ii(!h accnriitely (lefnics the limits of the roving, equal to 
the circumference A J>. This curve is a most important 
factor in designating the values of the. varying speeds for 
the different diameters, and it is evident that its founda- 
tion dejiends on the intersection of the radial lines II Q, 
S Q, etc., tvith their respective circles V T, S li,, etc. 
These radial lines foiTii angles with the foundation line 
T Q, while the length of the ai'c is the same in all the 
circles; the angles enclosed ])y it vary considerahly, and it 
is their variation that produces the curve. By plotting out 
this curve, either l)y taking the angles for our values, or liy 
taking the proi>ortioii of the circumference occupied by 
each arc as our basis, and calling the smaller circle one, we 
obtain the curve represented in Fig. 80. In this form the 
curve presents its true characteristics, and it is at once 
seen to lie a hyperbola. In the first place, it Avas made 
from the angular values in the following manner: a line, 
T A, was taken and divided into parts equal to the layers 
on the bobbin in Fig. 79, perpendicular lines were erected 
at the points of division, and on them Avere marked off 
lengths equal in value to the various angles; A B, for 
instance, represents 360°, because a full circle at Q contains 
360°; again, at T U, this line represents 51" 25' 43" as 
equal to the angle T U, and so on Avith the other lines. 
In order,-however, to adapt it to the other method, the 
lengtii T A has been made equal to the full diameter, 7 in. 
At each inch, then, erect a perpendicular, and make the 
one at A B any ^ convenient length. The length / 5 )f the 
others can readily be obtained as followsCall A B one, 
as representing an inch in diameter; each division will 
then 'be numbered as two, three, four, etc., up to seven, 
and will ])e the corresponding inches from the end of the 
line A. The increase in diameter Avill there^fore be repre- 
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seiitcd on the horizontal line, and the decrease in speed on 
the V(‘rtical lines, and these latter will be recipi'(>cal to the 
forniei’. For instance': - 

Diaiiictors an* 1 in. 2 in. in. 4 in. n in. in. 7 in. 
Spfods will 1 m‘ ■> i i i ' a : 

Hi*]iroseiite(l as All iAll ^All {All 1A1> /,A1) ^Ab 

It will be noticed from the above that this relation must 
always hold good, viz. the diameter multiplied l»y its 
sp(H‘d must always give the same result throughout the 
building of the bolibin. ISy carefully measuring the 



diagram (Fig. 80), er making a new one, the following 
relationship between the speed and diameter will be found 
to hold good 

At A = 1 in. 'lia., 1ms its sjtt'od A 11 reprosnUed by All. 

At 2 = 2 in. dia. (twice the dia. of A), has its speed 2 :i represented 
by 5 All. 

At 0 = 3 in. dia. (three times the dia. of Aj, has its sju-ed 0 II 
represented by i A 11. 

At 4 = 4 in. dia. (four times the dia. of A^ has its spee<l 4 5 re- 
presSited by J A 11. 

At M=5 in. dia. (live times the dia. of A), has its speed Mb 

rei)resented by i A B. ^ 

At 6= C in. dia. (six times the dia. of A), has its speed 6 7 re- 

])resented by J A 11. 

At T = 7 in. dia. (seven times the dia. of A), has its speed T U 
. represented bji 1 A 11. 
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We niiiy now smnniarise tliis cx|)lanation as f(>llows: 

III order to wind on the I'oving, tlie liohliiii must always 
have a greater speed than tin! flyer (hobimi leading). 

* As the bobbin increases in diameter tins excess speed 

t 

must be decreased. 

The reduction in the excess speed must be the reciprocal 
of the increase in diameter: for instance, if the Imbbin be 
made twice the diameter, its excess speed must be reduced 
to one-half; if the increase in diameter be three times, the 
excess speed is reduced to one-third, etc. 

The curve reiwescnting the combination of an increase 
in diameter with a reciprocal decrease in speed is known 
as the “hyperbola.’’ 

The variation in the speed of the bobbin as it increases 
in diameter must be consistent with the princiides of the 
above curve. 

Driving the Bobbins.— In applying the arguments 
just concluded to the actual operation of winding, it will 
be unnecessary to refer to previous’ methods. At the 
present time one system is practically universally adopted 
of effecting the required change in the speed of the bobbin, 
viz. by the use of cone drums, on the same principle as in 
the scutcher and opener. On reference to Fig 81 (which 
exhibits the full gearing of the fly-frame) it will be noticed 
that the spindles are driven direct from the driving shaft 
through the wheels H, K, L, and M. It will also be seen 
that the bobbins ai’C driven direct from the same shaft 
through the bevel (jj), which is fixed to the shaft and fgi ms 
one of an epicyclic train of wheels, called a “differential 
motion.” The wheel G is connected with this, and from 
here the bobbins are driven through the wheels N, P, and 
Q. As near an approach as possible is given to the speed 
t)f the spindle and bobbin consistent with the function of 
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Cone Drums. —The excess sj)ce(l of tlic bobbin must 
now ]^c considered, (/one minims are introduced, one of 
which is di'iven from the driving shaft througli B and V, 
tfic bottom one being connected to the dificrential motion 
l)y the wheels’F, II, and K This has the effect of giving 
the necessary “additionar’ movement to this motion (the 
action of which will be subsequently made the subject for 
examination), and this excess speed is transferred to the 
bobl)in through the wheels previously mentioned. 

The statement was made in some previous remarks that 
the amount of roving wound on the bobbin represented 
the excess speed of the bobbin over the flyer, so that if a 
bobbin starts with a certain excess speed, its reduction 
must tak(‘. place inversely to its increase in diameter. If, 
therefore, the full bobbin be four times the diameter of the 
empty one (which is about the limit in fly-frames), the 
excess speed must be reduced to one-quarter. This gives 
a basis to work upon, and there is no occasion to jenow 
the actual number of revolutions of this speed, as it is 
merely a question of gearing, and need not be biken into 
account in constructing the cone drums for their sjiecial 
jiurpose. Let u« tjike for illi^tration the empty bobbin as 
being 1 in. in diameter and the full bobbin as 4 in. in 
diameter. This will mean that the diameter of the cone 
drums must be arranged to give a reduction of four from 
one extreme to the other. The diameters suitable for 
this, which several of our principal machine makers adopt, 
are; 3Jin. for the stiall end, and 7 in. for the large enj of 
each cone drum. When the strap is on the large end of 
the top cone and driving the small end of the bottom one, 
the liare bobbin is winding. As layers are added the strap 
is moved gradually by a special a})pliancc to the other end, 
where a small diameter of the top cone drives tlje large end 
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of the l)ottom cone, in Avliich case the lai'^est diameter is 
winding on the roving. 

Formation of Cone Drums— Two diagrams arc 
given in Figs. and 83 to illustrate the further reasoning 
and to show its result graphically. In order to reduce 
the (juestion, at first, to its simplest form, the sjieed of the 
hare, middle, and full hohhin will he found, each of which 
is rei)rcsentcd hy A, B, and C res[)ectively in Fig. 82; 
these diameters may he taken as 1 in., 2i in., and 4 in. 
The top drum is tlu; driver, and, for simplicity, it is 
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assumed to run at a constan^speed of 100 revolutions per 
minute. The extreme diameters E and I) ^^ill therefore 
drive the bottom drum diameters (I and F at 200 and 50 
revolutions per minute respectively. The middle speed is 
readily found, for, since the diameter is in., which is 21 
times larger than the empty bol)biii, the speed must there¬ 
fore be the reciprocal of this, which is,i-r2J. Or perhajis 
a more simple way of putting it would be to say that the 
speed must be the inverse of this increase, 2.1 - 1 ; so its 
inverse order would make it i?. Now, j of 200 (the speed 
which drives the empty bobbin)-80 revolutions; conse¬ 
quently the jtop cone must drive the bottom cone at this 
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Speed when tlic stnip occupies the ceiiti’al position. An 
important point to notice here is the f^u’eat reduction in 
speed that has tak(;n plac» from the speed of the bare 
ll)hbin, and hoAV small this i*eduction becomes as tlui 
bo])])in fills. *-It will serve to impress the reader with the 
obvious les^n to be learnt from the liyperbolic curve 
^dven in Fi<,^ 80, where the reduction in speed is shown, 
by the quick descent of the curve, to l)e very rapid for the 
first layers, and then by tlu^ more gradual curvatun; to 
diminish at a slower rate as the bobbin gets fuller. It is 
now merely a question of proportion to get the diameters 
to suit the speeds, I'omembering, of course, that the sum of 
the opposite diameters must be the same, viz. 101 in.: 
therefore — 

^ in. dia. of bottom dnuif, 

and the corresponding diameter for the toj) drum will be 
10’5 - r)‘833-=^4'66 in. If diameters be measured on the 
diagram equal to these dimensions, and a curve be flrawn 
through their extremities, wo obtain the hyperbolic curve 
that is so characteristic of the cone drum: the top cotie 
becomes de[)ressed oi‘ concave in its outline, and the 
bottom one correspondingly iftcomes convex. This simple 
case wdll enable a more complete example to be the more 
easily understood, and this we iifiw proceed to give. 

The bobbin, as before, is 1 in. in diameter when empty, 
and 4 in. when full. In order to obtain a sufficient 
number of points through wdiich to draw the correct form 
of the curves, the necessary diameters of the drums will 
be found for every quarter of an inch additional diameter 
of the bobbin. The lengths of the cone drums are at 
least thirty inches, and the strap is moved from one end to 
the other by the tran.sverse motion, step liy ste]), as eacli 



Ill FLV-F/^'JMES , 159 

layer is added. Then in the jiresent example the cone 
drums are divided so as to show the position of the centre 
of the strap for each diaraetoJ* of the l)obl)in. This gives 
us thirteen ])osition lines for which diameters are required, 
l)ut, as the two end ones are known, viz. ^Mn. and 7 in., 
only eleven re([uire calculating. As in the last illustration 
the top driving cone will Ixi assumed to run at 100 revolu¬ 
tions, in which case the extreme speeds of the bottom cone 
will be 200 and oO revolutions, corresponding to the empty 
and full bobbins respectively. 

The following talile jiresents in a very concise form the 
elements and method of calculating the speeds and 


diameters: 

c. ' 

n. 

E. 

i 

F. j 

0. 1 

H. 


in. , 

III. ' 

III 


Uovs. 

111. 1 

111. 

in. 


] 


1 1 

1 '<‘200:^200 

100 

3‘.'> 

7-0 

10^ 


H 


t \ 

i X 200 = 1^0 

100 

4-0:18 

6-462 , 

m 





‘i x‘200=:i4;3*na 

100 

d-a 

6*0 1 

10^ 


bi. 


4 

i X200 = ]14‘2S 

100 

4-9 

;V6 

10.', 




1 

X 200=100 

100 

,V25 

.V2.f'> ' 

lOJ 

i 


' 1 

1 x 200.- 88-88 

100 

5-7) 

5-0 

104 

1 'll 


2 

if X 201) = 80 

100 

.V83 

4-67 i 

lOi 


V 

1 4 

1 i 

X 200 = 72-72 

100 

6-078 

4-42 j 

10| 


1 

i 

x‘200 = (:i6f)(i 

100 

6*3 

4-2 1 

104 

•U 

' 1» 

"4 

1 !l 

,*)X 200 = Cl‘r)* 

100 

6-5 

4-0 1 

104 

:U 


f 

f'x 200 = .57*H 

100 

6-68 

3-82 j 

304 


' 1 .■> 


,\x 200 = .V 3-33 

100 

i 6-84 

3-66 1 

104 

4 

1 


V 

|'x 200 = 50 1 

100 

7-0 

l.__l 

3-5 

104 


A arc the actual diameters of the bobbin in inches. 

1) are the diameters of the bobbin expressed fractionally. 
(? represent the reciprocals of the figures in column B, 
and ai’e expressed by reversing the order of the fractions 
in that colun^i. These fractions represent the speeds in 
the same way as column B represents the diameters. 

D column gives the speeds of the bottom drum as the 
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various diameters of tlie l)obbin are built up. They are 
found, as shown, l)y taking the fractional proportion of 200 
revolutions for each diametefc, as represented in column C. 

E gives the corresponding speed of the top cone drum, 
which is constant. 

F gives the calculated diameters of the bottom cone , 
drum. These are found by a simple pro[)ortion,. as * 
follows:—If the sum of two opposite speeds equal the 
sum of tw'o opposite diameters corresponding to them, 
what diameter will equal either of the two speeds which 
make up the sum 1 Example (for 1 in. diameter) 


lop speed x .sum of ilm dia. s , 

m 1 , 1 7 i -j-=aia. of bottom 00110 drum, 
lop speed -I l)otiom sjieea 

(1 111 . dia. of 100 xlO.;r_ 1050 . 

bobbin) 100 +200"" Mo 

(2 ill. dia. of 100^0i_m50 
bobbin) l00"+100" 200 ' 


= 5'2.5 in. did. 


(dill. dia. of 100 j<10.J 10,50 . 

bobbin) ibo + 66’66'^166'06 


(4 in. dia. of 100x10^ 1050 
bobliin) TooT w""" 150 


G rejiresents the diameters of the to[) cone drum, wliich 
are found by subtracting tlie diameters of the bottom cone 
drum from 10 J in. 

II is the sum of the opposite diameters. It is scarcely 
necessary to jxjint out that this is requisite in order to 
allow the strap to fit regularly throughout the length of 
the cone drums. 

Figs. 84 and 85 embody the above tabulated results. 
When the strap is at A the empty bobbin is being driven. 
By the time a quarter of an inch increase in diameter has 
been made the strap has been moved to B, Wd so on the 
full length of the drums, equal divisions, representing equal 
increases in the diameter of the bobbin. 



